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Moderators 

Matthew Stilwell 
Matthew Stilwell is a public interest international lawyer and policy advisor working on issues of 
international economic law, environmental law and sustainable development. He serves as a Visiting 
Fellow at the Graduate Institute of International Studies in Geneva, European Director of the Institute 
for Governance & Sustainable Development, Senior Economic Law Advisor to the Secretariat of the 
Basel Convention, Managing Director of the Program on Governance for Sustainable Development at 
the Bren School at the University of California in Santa Barbara, and a Director of the Duke University 
Program on Global Policy and Governance.  
 
Mr. Stilwell previously served as a Managing Attorney at the Center for International Environmental 
Law, legal and policy advisor to UNEP and to the World Bank’s World Development Report in 2003, a 
Special Fellow at the UN Institute for Training and Research, and a Fleishman Fellow in Civil Society 
at Duke University’s Terry Sanford Institute. He has worked as a lawyer for a corporate firm in Sydney 
on commercial and project finance matters. He received a Masters Degree in Law from Columbia 
University, graduating as James Kent Scholar and receiving the Alfred A. Forsyth Prize, and he 
received a Bachelor of Laws (with Honors) and Economics from the University of Tasmania, 
graduating on the Dean’s Roll of Excellence. Mr. Stilwell’s interests include the concerns of civil 
society and developing countries in the multilateral trading system, the relationship between 
international economic law and other fields of law and policy, and issues of governance for 
sustainable development.  
 
Dr. Carolyn Deere 
Carolyn Deere is the Director of the Global Trade Governance Project and a Senior Researcher at 
the Global Economic Governance Programme, University of Oxford. She is also a Senior Research 
Associate at Oxford’s Centre for International Studies and a Resident Scholar at the International 
Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD) in Geneva, Switzerland. She is the founder 
and Chair of the Board of Intellectual Property Watch, the leading news service on international 
intellectual property policymaking, and the Chair of the Advisory Board of 3D -> Trade - Human 
Rights - Equitable Economy.  
 
Dr. Deere was previously the Assistant Director of the Global Inclusion theme at the Rockefeller 
Foundation in New York where she was responsible for grantmaking on intellectual property, trade 
and sustainable development. In partnership with colleagues across the Foundation, she designed 
and coordinated the Foundation's initiative to Promote a Fairer Course for Intellectual Property Policy 
and launched the Bellagio Series on Development and Intellectual Property Policy. During this time, 
Dr. Deere also co-founded the Funders Network on Trade and Globalization (FNTG), was its first 
coordinator and served on its Steering Committee. Before joining the Rockefeller Foundation, Dr. 
Deere worked in Washington, D.C. as Policy Advisor on International Trade and Biodiversity for the 
World Conservation Union (IUCN) and was the Manager of the Congressional Staff Forum on 
International Development at the Overseas Development Council (ODC).    
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Dr. Deere’s publications include The Implementation Game: Developing Countries 
and the Politics of TRIPS (1995-2006) (Oxford University Press, forthcoming), Greening the 
Americas: NAFTA’s Lessons for Hemispheric Trade (co-edited with Daniel Esty, MIT Press, 2002), 
and Fisheries, International Trade and Sustainable Development (co-authored with Elizabeth Havice, 
ICTSD, 2006). She holds a DPhil in International Relations (University College, Oxford), an MA in 
International Relations (Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies) and a 
bachelors degree in political economy from the University of Sydney. 
 
Joint Presentation 
 

Arunabha Ghosh  
Arunabha Ghosh is a Project Associate at the GEGʹs Global Trade Governance Project. He is 
currently reading for a DPhil in International Relations as the Marvin Bower Scholar at Balliol College. 
Arunabha has previously researched on intellectual property rights negotiations at the World Trade 
Organisation. He has also been involved in other GEG projects, including Pathways through Financial 
Crises and the Shifting Politics of Foreign Aid.  
 
Prior to returning to Oxford, Arunabha was a Policy Specialist at UNDPʹs Human Development 
Report Office. He was most recently an author of the 2006 Human Development Report: Beyond 
Scarcity: Power, Poverty and the Global Water Crisis ‐ in which he focused on promoting cooperation 
in transboundary water basins. He was also co‐author of HDR 2005: International Cooperation at a 
Crossroads: Aid, Trade and Security in an Unequal World, and HDR 2004: Cultural Liberty in Todayʹs 
Diverse World. Arunabha led research on violent conflict, the rights of indigenous people, 
international migration, and the rise of extremist movements around the world. Arunabha has worked 
closely with the electronic and print media in his advocacy efforts for human development. He 
recently hosted an MTV documentary on the global water crisis, titled Diary of Jay‐Z: Water for Life. 
He has presented to the Indian Parliament and addressed the Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly. 
He has also written in the mainstream press on Indian and South Asian politics, Indian foreign policy, 
conflict and human security, growth and equitable development, higher education policies, and the 
digital divide. Arunabha is the Book Editor of the Journal of Human Development.  
 
Arunabha holds an Oxford MPhil in International Relations and, as Radhakrishnan Scholar, earned a 
First Class degree in Philosophy, Politics and Economics at Oxford. Arunabha graduated in with 
Honours in Economics at the top of his class from St. Stephenʹs College, Delhi. He is a citizen of 
India.  

 

Mayur Patel   
Mayur Patel is a Project Associate for the GEG’s Global Trade Governance Project. Mayur recently 
completed an MPhil in International Development (Distinction) as a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford 
University, where he is now pursuing a DPhil on the political economy of developing country 
bargaining in the WTO. In 2004, he graduated with First Class Honours in International Relations 
(BSc) from the London School of Economics (LSE). Mayur was a recipient of the Goldman Sachs 
Global Leaders Award in 2003. He has worked for a number of organisations: for the UNDP, helping 
with a project establishing parliamentary constituency offices in Zimbabwe; as an intern with the 
Special Coordinator for Africa at UNCTAD; and as a trade consultant for Oxfam International, 
analysing the impact of EU-ACP Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs). In 2005, he was also 
part of the Zimbabwean Delegation to attend the Sixth WTO Ministerial in Hong Kong. 

Roundtable Participants 

Harlem Désir MEP  
Harlem Désir has been the Vice Chairman of the Socialist Group in the European Parliament since 
2004 dealing with economic and social affairs and international  trade. Mr. Désir was first elected to 
the European Parliament in June 1999 and re-elected in June 2004. He sits on the Parliamentary 
Committee of employment and social affairs and also on the Parliamentary Committee 
of International Trade. During his first mandate, he was a member of the Committee on Industry, 
Research and International Trade.   
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He was born in Paris on 25 November 1959, and is a father of two children. Harlem Désir has 
a degree in Philosophy. He founded the association SOS Racisme and was the President until 1992. 
Before being elected to the European Parliament, he was a presenter on French national radio, 
collaborated with a publishing house, and was the manager of a monthly paper. From 1989 to 1994 
and from 1997 to 1999, he was a member of the Social and Economic Council. 

Mr. Désir is actively involved in debate on global governance, international trade and development 
policies. In December 2005, he participated in the WTO Ministerial Conference in Hong Kong. He 
is also a member of the World Parliamentary Forums established during the World Social Forums 
(Porto Alegre, Mumbai  and Nairobi in January 2007). 

Faizel Ismail 
Faizel Ismail is the Head of the South African Delegation to the World Trade Organization. He served 
as Chair of WTO’s Special Session of the Committee on Trade and Development for two years, and 
was then Chair of the Regular Committee on Trade and Development. A central player in making 
South Africa the trading power that it is today, he has served as South Africa´s chief director for 
export and investment promotion. As director of foreign trade relations in the Department of Trade 
and Industry, he also worked as a consultant for multilateral trade relations. He led the trade 
negotiations between the new government of South Africa and the European Union, which resulted in 
a Trade, Development and Cooperation Agreement in January 2000.  
 
Mr. Ismail has published several articles on trade and development, including "An Assessment of the 
6th WTO Ministerial Conference (2005) as well as a book, Mainstreaming Development in the WTO – 
Developing Countries in the Doha Round (2007, CUTS). Mr. Faizel holds an M.A. in development 
studies from the University of Sussex, United Kingdom, and an L.L.B. from the University of Natal.  
 
Alejandro Jara   
Alejandro Jara is a Deputy Director-General of the WTO. In June 2000, he was appointed as 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Chile to the World Trade Organization in Geneva. During 
2001, he served as Chairperson of the Committee on Trade and Environment of the WTO. In 
February 2002, he was elected as Chairman of the Special Session of the Council for Trade in 
Services, which is in charge of the negotiations mandated by Ministers in Doha. He is author of 
numerous articles and papers on international trade.  
 
Mr. Jara’s began his career with the Foreign Service of Chile where has specialized in international 
economic relations. He served in the Delegation of Chile to the GATT in Geneva (1979-1984) and 
was seconded to the Economic System for Latin America (SELA) in Caracas as Coordinator for 
Trade Policy Affairs. He was appointed Director for Bilateral Economic Affairs (1993-1994), Director 
for Multilateral Economic Affairs (1994-1999). During 1996 — 1997 he also served as Chile’s Senior 
Official to APEC. At the same period he was deputy Chief negotiator for the Chile — Canada Free 
Trade Agreement and in 1997-1998 he was Chief negotiator for the Chile — Mexico Free Trade 
Agreement. In July 1999 he was designated Director General for International Economic Relations.  
 
Mr. Jara received his law degree from the Universidad de Chile in 1973. With the support of a 
Fulbright scholarship he pursued graduate studies at the Law School, University of California at 
Berkeley (1975-1976).  
 
H.E. Mr. Mothae Anthony Maruping 
Mothae Anthony Maruping is the Permanent Representative of Lesotho to the United Nations Office 
at Geneva. Prior to his appointment to Geneva, Mr. Maruping had been serving as the Executive 
Director of the Macro-Economic and Financial Management Institute of Eastern and Southern Africa 
since 1998. He was the Governor of the Central Bank of Lesotho from 1988 to 1998. From 1981 to 
1986, he worked at the National University of Lesotho, first as a member of the University Council, 
then as Dean of the Faculty of Social Science and finally as Pro-Vice Chancellor.  
 
Mr. Maruping started his career as a teacher in 1968 after obtaining his BA in economics from the 
University of Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland a year earlier. He has an MA in economics from the 
Catholic University of America in Washington D.C. (1971), and a PhD from the same University 
(1977). Mr. Maruping then went on to get an MBA from the University of Baltimore (1979). As a 
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student, Mr. Maruping won a number of honours and prizes for his outstanding work. He was also 
active on a number of committees and boards at the universities which he attended. 
 
Ricardo Meléndez Ortiz 
Mr. Meléndez-Ortiz is the co-founder and Chief Executive of ICTSD. Before joining ICTSD in 1996, he 
was general director and co-founder of Fundación Futuro Latinoamericano in Quito, Ecuador and 
served as counsellor and first secretary of the Colombian Mission to the International Organisations 
in Geneva. During his time as a government official, Mr. Meléndez-Ortiz was directly involved in a 
range of multilateral and bilateral negotiations and policymaking processes. He was a negotiator and 
delegate for Colombia in the Uruguay Round, the UNCED process, UNCTAD VIII, the Climate 
Change Convention, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the Montreal Protocol and bilateral 
trade and investment-related negotiation processes.  

Mr. Meléndez-Ortiz also acted as spokesperson for the G77 in several fora and served as chair of the 
UN Standing Committees on Commodities and on Trade Preferences. In addition, he has also served 
as Principal Advisor to the Colombian Minister of Economic Development and as Chief of 
Administration of the Office of the President of Colombia. Mr. Meléndez-Ortiz has edited and 
published a wide range of books, articles and opinion pieces in English, French and Spanish on trade 
and sustainable development and sits on advisory committees and boards of several international 
non-profit initiatives.  

He is the Chair of the Global Action Network's Council, a Member of the Board of Intellectual Property 
Watch, and Chairman of the Group on Environment Trade and Investment of the World Conservation 
Union and Vice President of its Commission on Economic, Environment and Social Policy. He has 
also been a member of the U.N. Secretary General Millennium Project Task Force on Trade; the 
WTO's Director General NGO Advisory Group; and, the Steering Committee of DfID's Global Trade 
and Finance Architecture Initiative; as well as Advisor to the EU-China Sustainable Trade Project; the 
Global Governance Network of Globus et Locus (Milano); and the MOFCOM/IISD China Sustainable 
Development and Global Markets Task Force. Mr. Meléndez-Ortiz holds graduate and undergraduate 
degrees from Harvard University and the Universidad de los Andes in Bogotá. He is of joint 
Colombian and Belgium nationality.  

H.E. Mr. Guillermo Valles Galmes 
Ambassador Valles Galmes is the Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the WTO and the United 
Nations in Geneva, Switzerland. As part of his duties in the WTO, he serves as the chair of the 
Negotiating Group on Rules and as chair of the working group on the accession of Algeria to the 
WTO.  Before his posting in Geneva, Ambassador Valles Galmes was the ambassador to the 
European Union, Belgium and Luxemburg, the ambassador to the Peoples’ Republic of China, a 
counselor in the Uruguayan Embassy in Argentina, and first secretary in the Uruguayan Embassy in 
Japan.   
 
Ambassador Valles Galmes is also Uruguay’s former vice minister of Foreign Affairs and the former 
director general for economic affairs. He is the three-time chair of the executive body of Mercosur and 
headed the organization’s delegations in their negotiations with the European Union. 
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Dr. Deere’s publications include The Implementation Game: Developing Countries 
and the Politics of TRIPS (1995-2006) (Oxford University Press, forthcoming), Greening the 
Americas: NAFTA’s Lessons for Hemispheric Trade (co-edited with Daniel Esty, MIT Press, 2002), 
and Fisheries, International Trade and Sustainable Development (co-authored with Elizabeth Havice, 
ICTSD, 2006). She holds a DPhil in International Relations (University College, Oxford), an MA in 
International Relations (Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies) and a 
bachelors degree in political economy from the University of Sydney. 
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Arunabha Ghosh is a Project Associate at the GEGʹs Global Trade Governance Project. He is 
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Arunabha has previously researched on intellectual property rights negotiations at the World Trade 
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Report Office. He was most recently an author of the 2006 Human Development Report: Beyond 
Scarcity: Power, Poverty and the Global Water Crisis ‐ in which he focused on promoting cooperation 
in transboundary water basins. He was also co‐author of HDR 2005: International Cooperation at a 
Crossroads: Aid, Trade and Security in an Unequal World, and HDR 2004: Cultural Liberty in Todayʹs 
Diverse World. Arunabha led research on violent conflict, the rights of indigenous people, 
international migration, and the rise of extremist movements around the world. Arunabha has worked 
closely with the electronic and print media in his advocacy efforts for human development. He 
recently hosted an MTV documentary on the global water crisis, titled Diary of Jay‐Z: Water for Life. 
He has presented to the Indian Parliament and addressed the Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly. 
He has also written in the mainstream press on Indian and South Asian politics, Indian foreign policy, 
conflict and human security, growth and equitable development, higher education policies, and the 
digital divide. Arunabha is the Book Editor of the Journal of Human Development.  
 
Arunabha holds an Oxford MPhil in International Relations and, as Radhakrishnan Scholar, earned a 
First Class degree in Philosophy, Politics and Economics at Oxford. Arunabha graduated in with 
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Mayur Patel is a Project Associate for the GEG’s Global Trade Governance Project. Mayur recently 
completed an MPhil in International Development (Distinction) as a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford 
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Mr. Maruping started his career as a teacher in 1968 after obtaining his BA in economics from the 
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student, Mr. Maruping won a number of honours and prizes for his outstanding work. He was also 
active on a number of committees and boards at the universities which he attended. 
 
Ricardo Meléndez Ortiz 
Mr. Meléndez-Ortiz is the co-founder and Chief Executive of ICTSD. Before joining ICTSD in 1996, he 
was general director and co-founder of Fundación Futuro Latinoamericano in Quito, Ecuador and 
served as counsellor and first secretary of the Colombian Mission to the International Organisations 
in Geneva. During his time as a government official, Mr. Meléndez-Ortiz was directly involved in a 
range of multilateral and bilateral negotiations and policymaking processes. He was a negotiator and 
delegate for Colombia in the Uruguay Round, the UNCED process, UNCTAD VIII, the Climate 
Change Convention, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the Montreal Protocol and bilateral 
trade and investment-related negotiation processes.  

Mr. Meléndez-Ortiz also acted as spokesperson for the G77 in several fora and served as chair of the 
UN Standing Committees on Commodities and on Trade Preferences. In addition, he has also served 
as Principal Advisor to the Colombian Minister of Economic Development and as Chief of 
Administration of the Office of the President of Colombia. Mr. Meléndez-Ortiz has edited and 
published a wide range of books, articles and opinion pieces in English, French and Spanish on trade 
and sustainable development and sits on advisory committees and boards of several international 
non-profit initiatives.  

He is the Chair of the Global Action Network's Council, a Member of the Board of Intellectual Property 
Watch, and Chairman of the Group on Environment Trade and Investment of the World Conservation 
Union and Vice President of its Commission on Economic, Environment and Social Policy. He has 
also been a member of the U.N. Secretary General Millennium Project Task Force on Trade; the 
WTO's Director General NGO Advisory Group; and, the Steering Committee of DfID's Global Trade 
and Finance Architecture Initiative; as well as Advisor to the EU-China Sustainable Trade Project; the 
Global Governance Network of Globus et Locus (Milano); and the MOFCOM/IISD China Sustainable 
Development and Global Markets Task Force. Mr. Meléndez-Ortiz holds graduate and undergraduate 
degrees from Harvard University and the Universidad de los Andes in Bogotá. He is of joint 
Colombian and Belgium nationality.  

H.E. Mr. Guillermo Valles Galmes 
Ambassador Valles Galmes is the Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the WTO and the United 
Nations in Geneva, Switzerland. As part of his duties in the WTO, he serves as the chair of the 
Negotiating Group on Rules and as chair of the working group on the accession of Algeria to the 
WTO.  Before his posting in Geneva, Ambassador Valles Galmes was the ambassador to the 
European Union, Belgium and Luxemburg, the ambassador to the Peoples’ Republic of China, a 
counselor in the Uruguayan Embassy in Argentina, and first secretary in the Uruguayan Embassy in 
Japan.   
 
Ambassador Valles Galmes is also Uruguay’s former vice minister of Foreign Affairs and the former 
director general for economic affairs. He is the three-time chair of the executive body of Mercosur and 
headed the organization’s delegations in their negotiations with the European Union. 
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Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD) in Geneva, Switzerland. She is the founder 
and Chair of the Board of Intellectual Property Watch, the leading news service on international 
intellectual property policymaking, and the Chair of the Advisory Board of 3D -> Trade - Human 
Rights - Equitable Economy.  
 
Dr. Deere was previously the Assistant Director of the Global Inclusion theme at the Rockefeller 
Foundation in New York where she was responsible for grantmaking on intellectual property, trade 
and sustainable development. In partnership with colleagues across the Foundation, she designed 
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Dr. Deere’s publications include The Implementation Game: Developing Countries 
and the Politics of TRIPS (1995-2006) (Oxford University Press, forthcoming), Greening the 
Americas: NAFTA’s Lessons for Hemispheric Trade (co-edited with Daniel Esty, MIT Press, 2002), 
and Fisheries, International Trade and Sustainable Development (co-authored with Elizabeth Havice, 
ICTSD, 2006). She holds a DPhil in International Relations (University College, Oxford), an MA in 
International Relations (Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies) and a 
bachelors degree in political economy from the University of Sydney. 
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Arunabha Ghosh  
Arunabha Ghosh is a Project Associate at the GEGʹs Global Trade Governance Project. He is 
currently reading for a DPhil in International Relations as the Marvin Bower Scholar at Balliol College. 
Arunabha has previously researched on intellectual property rights negotiations at the World Trade 
Organisation. He has also been involved in other GEG projects, including Pathways through Financial 
Crises and the Shifting Politics of Foreign Aid.  
 
Prior to returning to Oxford, Arunabha was a Policy Specialist at UNDPʹs Human Development 
Report Office. He was most recently an author of the 2006 Human Development Report: Beyond 
Scarcity: Power, Poverty and the Global Water Crisis ‐ in which he focused on promoting cooperation 
in transboundary water basins. He was also co‐author of HDR 2005: International Cooperation at a 
Crossroads: Aid, Trade and Security in an Unequal World, and HDR 2004: Cultural Liberty in Todayʹs 
Diverse World. Arunabha led research on violent conflict, the rights of indigenous people, 
international migration, and the rise of extremist movements around the world. Arunabha has worked 
closely with the electronic and print media in his advocacy efforts for human development. He 
recently hosted an MTV documentary on the global water crisis, titled Diary of Jay‐Z: Water for Life. 
He has presented to the Indian Parliament and addressed the Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly. 
He has also written in the mainstream press on Indian and South Asian politics, Indian foreign policy, 
conflict and human security, growth and equitable development, higher education policies, and the 
digital divide. Arunabha is the Book Editor of the Journal of Human Development.  
 
Arunabha holds an Oxford MPhil in International Relations and, as Radhakrishnan Scholar, earned a 
First Class degree in Philosophy, Politics and Economics at Oxford. Arunabha graduated in with 
Honours in Economics at the top of his class from St. Stephenʹs College, Delhi. He is a citizen of 
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Mayur Patel   
Mayur Patel is a Project Associate for the GEG’s Global Trade Governance Project. Mayur recently 
completed an MPhil in International Development (Distinction) as a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford 
University, where he is now pursuing a DPhil on the political economy of developing country 
bargaining in the WTO. In 2004, he graduated with First Class Honours in International Relations 
(BSc) from the London School of Economics (LSE). Mayur was a recipient of the Goldman Sachs 
Global Leaders Award in 2003. He has worked for a number of organisations: for the UNDP, helping 
with a project establishing parliamentary constituency offices in Zimbabwe; as an intern with the 
Special Coordinator for Africa at UNCTAD; and as a trade consultant for Oxfam International, 
analysing the impact of EU-ACP Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs). In 2005, he was also 
part of the Zimbabwean Delegation to attend the Sixth WTO Ministerial in Hong Kong. 
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Harlem Désir MEP  
Harlem Désir has been the Vice Chairman of the Socialist Group in the European Parliament since 
2004 dealing with economic and social affairs and international  trade. Mr. Désir was first elected to 
the European Parliament in June 1999 and re-elected in June 2004. He sits on the Parliamentary 
Committee of employment and social affairs and also on the Parliamentary Committee 
of International Trade. During his first mandate, he was a member of the Committee on Industry, 
Research and International Trade.   
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He was born in Paris on 25 November 1959, and is a father of two children. Harlem Désir has 
a degree in Philosophy. He founded the association SOS Racisme and was the President until 1992. 
Before being elected to the European Parliament, he was a presenter on French national radio, 
collaborated with a publishing house, and was the manager of a monthly paper. From 1989 to 1994 
and from 1997 to 1999, he was a member of the Social and Economic Council. 

Mr. Désir is actively involved in debate on global governance, international trade and development 
policies. In December 2005, he participated in the WTO Ministerial Conference in Hong Kong. He 
is also a member of the World Parliamentary Forums established during the World Social Forums 
(Porto Alegre, Mumbai  and Nairobi in January 2007). 

Faizel Ismail 
Faizel Ismail is the Head of the South African Delegation to the World Trade Organization. He served 
as Chair of WTO’s Special Session of the Committee on Trade and Development for two years, and 
was then Chair of the Regular Committee on Trade and Development. A central player in making 
South Africa the trading power that it is today, he has served as South Africa´s chief director for 
export and investment promotion. As director of foreign trade relations in the Department of Trade 
and Industry, he also worked as a consultant for multilateral trade relations. He led the trade 
negotiations between the new government of South Africa and the European Union, which resulted in 
a Trade, Development and Cooperation Agreement in January 2000.  
 
Mr. Ismail has published several articles on trade and development, including "An Assessment of the 
6th WTO Ministerial Conference (2005) as well as a book, Mainstreaming Development in the WTO – 
Developing Countries in the Doha Round (2007, CUTS). Mr. Faizel holds an M.A. in development 
studies from the University of Sussex, United Kingdom, and an L.L.B. from the University of Natal.  
 
Alejandro Jara   
Alejandro Jara is a Deputy Director-General of the WTO. In June 2000, he was appointed as 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Chile to the World Trade Organization in Geneva. During 
2001, he served as Chairperson of the Committee on Trade and Environment of the WTO. In 
February 2002, he was elected as Chairman of the Special Session of the Council for Trade in 
Services, which is in charge of the negotiations mandated by Ministers in Doha. He is author of 
numerous articles and papers on international trade.  
 
Mr. Jara’s began his career with the Foreign Service of Chile where has specialized in international 
economic relations. He served in the Delegation of Chile to the GATT in Geneva (1979-1984) and 
was seconded to the Economic System for Latin America (SELA) in Caracas as Coordinator for 
Trade Policy Affairs. He was appointed Director for Bilateral Economic Affairs (1993-1994), Director 
for Multilateral Economic Affairs (1994-1999). During 1996 — 1997 he also served as Chile’s Senior 
Official to APEC. At the same period he was deputy Chief negotiator for the Chile — Canada Free 
Trade Agreement and in 1997-1998 he was Chief negotiator for the Chile — Mexico Free Trade 
Agreement. In July 1999 he was designated Director General for International Economic Relations.  
 
Mr. Jara received his law degree from the Universidad de Chile in 1973. With the support of a 
Fulbright scholarship he pursued graduate studies at the Law School, University of California at 
Berkeley (1975-1976).  
 
H.E. Mr. Mothae Anthony Maruping 
Mothae Anthony Maruping is the Permanent Representative of Lesotho to the United Nations Office 
at Geneva. Prior to his appointment to Geneva, Mr. Maruping had been serving as the Executive 
Director of the Macro-Economic and Financial Management Institute of Eastern and Southern Africa 
since 1998. He was the Governor of the Central Bank of Lesotho from 1988 to 1998. From 1981 to 
1986, he worked at the National University of Lesotho, first as a member of the University Council, 
then as Dean of the Faculty of Social Science and finally as Pro-Vice Chancellor.  
 
Mr. Maruping started his career as a teacher in 1968 after obtaining his BA in economics from the 
University of Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland a year earlier. He has an MA in economics from the 
Catholic University of America in Washington D.C. (1971), and a PhD from the same University 
(1977). Mr. Maruping then went on to get an MBA from the University of Baltimore (1979). As a 
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student, Mr. Maruping won a number of honours and prizes for his outstanding work. He was also 
active on a number of committees and boards at the universities which he attended. 
 
Ricardo Meléndez Ortiz 
Mr. Meléndez-Ortiz is the co-founder and Chief Executive of ICTSD. Before joining ICTSD in 1996, he 
was general director and co-founder of Fundación Futuro Latinoamericano in Quito, Ecuador and 
served as counsellor and first secretary of the Colombian Mission to the International Organisations 
in Geneva. During his time as a government official, Mr. Meléndez-Ortiz was directly involved in a 
range of multilateral and bilateral negotiations and policymaking processes. He was a negotiator and 
delegate for Colombia in the Uruguay Round, the UNCED process, UNCTAD VIII, the Climate 
Change Convention, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the Montreal Protocol and bilateral 
trade and investment-related negotiation processes.  

Mr. Meléndez-Ortiz also acted as spokesperson for the G77 in several fora and served as chair of the 
UN Standing Committees on Commodities and on Trade Preferences. In addition, he has also served 
as Principal Advisor to the Colombian Minister of Economic Development and as Chief of 
Administration of the Office of the President of Colombia. Mr. Meléndez-Ortiz has edited and 
published a wide range of books, articles and opinion pieces in English, French and Spanish on trade 
and sustainable development and sits on advisory committees and boards of several international 
non-profit initiatives.  

He is the Chair of the Global Action Network's Council, a Member of the Board of Intellectual Property 
Watch, and Chairman of the Group on Environment Trade and Investment of the World Conservation 
Union and Vice President of its Commission on Economic, Environment and Social Policy. He has 
also been a member of the U.N. Secretary General Millennium Project Task Force on Trade; the 
WTO's Director General NGO Advisory Group; and, the Steering Committee of DfID's Global Trade 
and Finance Architecture Initiative; as well as Advisor to the EU-China Sustainable Trade Project; the 
Global Governance Network of Globus et Locus (Milano); and the MOFCOM/IISD China Sustainable 
Development and Global Markets Task Force. Mr. Meléndez-Ortiz holds graduate and undergraduate 
degrees from Harvard University and the Universidad de los Andes in Bogotá. He is of joint 
Colombian and Belgium nationality.  

H.E. Mr. Guillermo Valles Galmes 
Ambassador Valles Galmes is the Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the WTO and the United 
Nations in Geneva, Switzerland. As part of his duties in the WTO, he serves as the chair of the 
Negotiating Group on Rules and as chair of the working group on the accession of Algeria to the 
WTO.  Before his posting in Geneva, Ambassador Valles Galmes was the ambassador to the 
European Union, Belgium and Luxemburg, the ambassador to the Peoples’ Republic of China, a 
counselor in the Uruguayan Embassy in Argentina, and first secretary in the Uruguayan Embassy in 
Japan.   
 
Ambassador Valles Galmes is also Uruguay’s former vice minister of Foreign Affairs and the former 
director general for economic affairs. He is the three-time chair of the executive body of Mercosur and 
headed the organization’s delegations in their negotiations with the European Union. 
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Dr. Deere was previously the Assistant Director of the Global Inclusion theme at the Rockefeller 
Foundation in New York where she was responsible for grantmaking on intellectual property, trade 
and sustainable development. In partnership with colleagues across the Foundation, she designed 
and coordinated the Foundation's initiative to Promote a Fairer Course for Intellectual Property Policy 
and launched the Bellagio Series on Development and Intellectual Property Policy. During this time, 
Dr. Deere also co-founded the Funders Network on Trade and Globalization (FNTG), was its first 
coordinator and served on its Steering Committee. Before joining the Rockefeller Foundation, Dr. 
Deere worked in Washington, D.C. as Policy Advisor on International Trade and Biodiversity for the 
World Conservation Union (IUCN) and was the Manager of the Congressional Staff Forum on 
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Dr. Deere’s publications include The Implementation Game: Developing Countries 
and the Politics of TRIPS (1995-2006) (Oxford University Press, forthcoming), Greening the 
Americas: NAFTA’s Lessons for Hemispheric Trade (co-edited with Daniel Esty, MIT Press, 2002), 
and Fisheries, International Trade and Sustainable Development (co-authored with Elizabeth Havice, 
ICTSD, 2006). She holds a DPhil in International Relations (University College, Oxford), an MA in 
International Relations (Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies) and a 
bachelors degree in political economy from the University of Sydney. 
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Arunabha Ghosh  
Arunabha Ghosh is a Project Associate at the GEGʹs Global Trade Governance Project. He is 
currently reading for a DPhil in International Relations as the Marvin Bower Scholar at Balliol College. 
Arunabha has previously researched on intellectual property rights negotiations at the World Trade 
Organisation. He has also been involved in other GEG projects, including Pathways through Financial 
Crises and the Shifting Politics of Foreign Aid.  
 
Prior to returning to Oxford, Arunabha was a Policy Specialist at UNDPʹs Human Development 
Report Office. He was most recently an author of the 2006 Human Development Report: Beyond 
Scarcity: Power, Poverty and the Global Water Crisis ‐ in which he focused on promoting cooperation 
in transboundary water basins. He was also co‐author of HDR 2005: International Cooperation at a 
Crossroads: Aid, Trade and Security in an Unequal World, and HDR 2004: Cultural Liberty in Todayʹs 
Diverse World. Arunabha led research on violent conflict, the rights of indigenous people, 
international migration, and the rise of extremist movements around the world. Arunabha has worked 
closely with the electronic and print media in his advocacy efforts for human development. He 
recently hosted an MTV documentary on the global water crisis, titled Diary of Jay‐Z: Water for Life. 
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conflict and human security, growth and equitable development, higher education policies, and the 
digital divide. Arunabha is the Book Editor of the Journal of Human Development.  
 
Arunabha holds an Oxford MPhil in International Relations and, as Radhakrishnan Scholar, earned a 
First Class degree in Philosophy, Politics and Economics at Oxford. Arunabha graduated in with 
Honours in Economics at the top of his class from St. Stephenʹs College, Delhi. He is a citizen of 
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Mayur Patel is a Project Associate for the GEG’s Global Trade Governance Project. Mayur recently 
completed an MPhil in International Development (Distinction) as a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford 
University, where he is now pursuing a DPhil on the political economy of developing country 
bargaining in the WTO. In 2004, he graduated with First Class Honours in International Relations 
(BSc) from the London School of Economics (LSE). Mayur was a recipient of the Goldman Sachs 
Global Leaders Award in 2003. He has worked for a number of organisations: for the UNDP, helping 
with a project establishing parliamentary constituency offices in Zimbabwe; as an intern with the 
Special Coordinator for Africa at UNCTAD; and as a trade consultant for Oxfam International, 
analysing the impact of EU-ACP Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs). In 2005, he was also 
part of the Zimbabwean Delegation to attend the Sixth WTO Ministerial in Hong Kong. 
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of International Trade. During his first mandate, he was a member of the Committee on Industry, 
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He was born in Paris on 25 November 1959, and is a father of two children. Harlem Désir has 
a degree in Philosophy. He founded the association SOS Racisme and was the President until 1992. 
Before being elected to the European Parliament, he was a presenter on French national radio, 
collaborated with a publishing house, and was the manager of a monthly paper. From 1989 to 1994 
and from 1997 to 1999, he was a member of the Social and Economic Council. 

Mr. Désir is actively involved in debate on global governance, international trade and development 
policies. In December 2005, he participated in the WTO Ministerial Conference in Hong Kong. He 
is also a member of the World Parliamentary Forums established during the World Social Forums 
(Porto Alegre, Mumbai  and Nairobi in January 2007). 

Faizel Ismail 
Faizel Ismail is the Head of the South African Delegation to the World Trade Organization. He served 
as Chair of WTO’s Special Session of the Committee on Trade and Development for two years, and 
was then Chair of the Regular Committee on Trade and Development. A central player in making 
South Africa the trading power that it is today, he has served as South Africa´s chief director for 
export and investment promotion. As director of foreign trade relations in the Department of Trade 
and Industry, he also worked as a consultant for multilateral trade relations. He led the trade 
negotiations between the new government of South Africa and the European Union, which resulted in 
a Trade, Development and Cooperation Agreement in January 2000.  
 
Mr. Ismail has published several articles on trade and development, including "An Assessment of the 
6th WTO Ministerial Conference (2005) as well as a book, Mainstreaming Development in the WTO – 
Developing Countries in the Doha Round (2007, CUTS). Mr. Faizel holds an M.A. in development 
studies from the University of Sussex, United Kingdom, and an L.L.B. from the University of Natal.  
 
Alejandro Jara   
Alejandro Jara is a Deputy Director-General of the WTO. In June 2000, he was appointed as 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Chile to the World Trade Organization in Geneva. During 
2001, he served as Chairperson of the Committee on Trade and Environment of the WTO. In 
February 2002, he was elected as Chairman of the Special Session of the Council for Trade in 
Services, which is in charge of the negotiations mandated by Ministers in Doha. He is author of 
numerous articles and papers on international trade.  
 
Mr. Jara’s began his career with the Foreign Service of Chile where has specialized in international 
economic relations. He served in the Delegation of Chile to the GATT in Geneva (1979-1984) and 
was seconded to the Economic System for Latin America (SELA) in Caracas as Coordinator for 
Trade Policy Affairs. He was appointed Director for Bilateral Economic Affairs (1993-1994), Director 
for Multilateral Economic Affairs (1994-1999). During 1996 — 1997 he also served as Chile’s Senior 
Official to APEC. At the same period he was deputy Chief negotiator for the Chile — Canada Free 
Trade Agreement and in 1997-1998 he was Chief negotiator for the Chile — Mexico Free Trade 
Agreement. In July 1999 he was designated Director General for International Economic Relations.  
 
Mr. Jara received his law degree from the Universidad de Chile in 1973. With the support of a 
Fulbright scholarship he pursued graduate studies at the Law School, University of California at 
Berkeley (1975-1976).  
 
H.E. Mr. Mothae Anthony Maruping 
Mothae Anthony Maruping is the Permanent Representative of Lesotho to the United Nations Office 
at Geneva. Prior to his appointment to Geneva, Mr. Maruping had been serving as the Executive 
Director of the Macro-Economic and Financial Management Institute of Eastern and Southern Africa 
since 1998. He was the Governor of the Central Bank of Lesotho from 1988 to 1998. From 1981 to 
1986, he worked at the National University of Lesotho, first as a member of the University Council, 
then as Dean of the Faculty of Social Science and finally as Pro-Vice Chancellor.  
 
Mr. Maruping started his career as a teacher in 1968 after obtaining his BA in economics from the 
University of Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland a year earlier. He has an MA in economics from the 
Catholic University of America in Washington D.C. (1971), and a PhD from the same University 
(1977). Mr. Maruping then went on to get an MBA from the University of Baltimore (1979). As a 



 

    

    

- 4 - 

student, Mr. Maruping won a number of honours and prizes for his outstanding work. He was also 
active on a number of committees and boards at the universities which he attended. 
 
Ricardo Meléndez Ortiz 
Mr. Meléndez-Ortiz is the co-founder and Chief Executive of ICTSD. Before joining ICTSD in 1996, he 
was general director and co-founder of Fundación Futuro Latinoamericano in Quito, Ecuador and 
served as counsellor and first secretary of the Colombian Mission to the International Organisations 
in Geneva. During his time as a government official, Mr. Meléndez-Ortiz was directly involved in a 
range of multilateral and bilateral negotiations and policymaking processes. He was a negotiator and 
delegate for Colombia in the Uruguay Round, the UNCED process, UNCTAD VIII, the Climate 
Change Convention, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the Montreal Protocol and bilateral 
trade and investment-related negotiation processes.  

Mr. Meléndez-Ortiz also acted as spokesperson for the G77 in several fora and served as chair of the 
UN Standing Committees on Commodities and on Trade Preferences. In addition, he has also served 
as Principal Advisor to the Colombian Minister of Economic Development and as Chief of 
Administration of the Office of the President of Colombia. Mr. Meléndez-Ortiz has edited and 
published a wide range of books, articles and opinion pieces in English, French and Spanish on trade 
and sustainable development and sits on advisory committees and boards of several international 
non-profit initiatives.  

He is the Chair of the Global Action Network's Council, a Member of the Board of Intellectual Property 
Watch, and Chairman of the Group on Environment Trade and Investment of the World Conservation 
Union and Vice President of its Commission on Economic, Environment and Social Policy. He has 
also been a member of the U.N. Secretary General Millennium Project Task Force on Trade; the 
WTO's Director General NGO Advisory Group; and, the Steering Committee of DfID's Global Trade 
and Finance Architecture Initiative; as well as Advisor to the EU-China Sustainable Trade Project; the 
Global Governance Network of Globus et Locus (Milano); and the MOFCOM/IISD China Sustainable 
Development and Global Markets Task Force. Mr. Meléndez-Ortiz holds graduate and undergraduate 
degrees from Harvard University and the Universidad de los Andes in Bogotá. He is of joint 
Colombian and Belgium nationality.  

H.E. Mr. Guillermo Valles Galmes 
Ambassador Valles Galmes is the Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the WTO and the United 
Nations in Geneva, Switzerland. As part of his duties in the WTO, he serves as the chair of the 
Negotiating Group on Rules and as chair of the working group on the accession of Algeria to the 
WTO.  Before his posting in Geneva, Ambassador Valles Galmes was the ambassador to the 
European Union, Belgium and Luxemburg, the ambassador to the Peoples’ Republic of China, a 
counselor in the Uruguayan Embassy in Argentina, and first secretary in the Uruguayan Embassy in 
Japan.   
 
Ambassador Valles Galmes is also Uruguay’s former vice minister of Foreign Affairs and the former 
director general for economic affairs. He is the three-time chair of the executive body of Mercosur and 
headed the organization’s delegations in their negotiations with the European Union. 
 

 


