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The diversity of views presented by this panel was mirrored in the questions and comments from those in attendance.  One discussant noted that the differences expressed are similar to those reflected in the negotiations.  Such differences will persist throughout the negotiations, and there will need to be sensitivity towards others’ perspectives.

Several ideas surfaced that appeared to be held in common, which are summarized below.
· This is an important year that could well determine the outcome of the Doha Round negotiations.
· Major challenges lie ahead to make the Hong Kong Ministerial a success.
· Many spoke of ambition – though there were different ideas about what that means and who needs to do what.
· Panelists recognized that the credibility of the WTO is at stake in the face of the challenge from regionalism, and that there are things that can be done in the WTO that cannot be done unilaterally, bilaterally or regionally.  Agriculture is one example.  Given the emphasis that many on the panel placed on agriculture, it is not surprising that they agreed that the multilateral system is important.
The bulk of the discussions centered on agriculture and non-agricultural market access.
· Agriculture
· There was agreement that agriculture is the centerpiece, and that reform is necessary.  There were differences regarding how much reform, but a strong commonality on the overall approach.

· There is a question of sequencing that is perhaps a management issue.  It was difficult for discussants to imagine how to address market access in agriculture for some countries in advance of progress towards reducing export assistance in other countries.

· Non-Agricultural Market Access
· All seem to be moving in the direction of liberalization.  There were many differences regarding the way to proceed to this objective and as to how far to go and how to bind the commitments – but the direction is liberalization.
· The issue of differentiation is a big problem, as is the matter of how to ensure that development remains at the core of the negotiations.
· Services
· One panelist noted that the many calls for ambition fall silent with respect to services.
· Others noted that many WTO Members have yet to fully engage in the services negotiations – either by not tabling initial offers, or by tabling mediocre offers.
· It was suggested that developing countries must understand the linkages between the export concerned with Mode 4 commitments and production at the national level.
· Leadership and inclusiveness
· There is a question relating to leadership from the U.S. and the EU: at what point do you call for leadership and at what point will Members begin to complain that the U.S. and EU are trying to dictate the outcome.  It is clear that the effective participation of these Members is essential in terms of making the negotiations real.
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