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GENEVA WEEK BEGINS

The 2nd Geneva Week for Non-resident WTO Members and Observers has been officially opened by the Director-General of the WTO.  The event will continue until Friday, 27 October.  Thirty‑seven Members and Observers of the WTO do not have missions in Geneva.  All except one have been able to attend the Geneva Week, with high-level representation both from capitals and missions based in Europe.


The Week began on 21 October with a seminar on concerns of small economies, during which participants benefitted from the input not only of non-residents, but also of invited IGOs and members of the academic community.  A report on the seminar, prepared by the Chairman of the Committee on Trade and Development, will  be discussed at the 31st Session of the CTD on Friday, 27 October.


On  Monday, the Director-General made an opening statement in which he welcomed participants and outlined current activities to involve smaller missions in the WTO's work.  Ambassador Kare Bryn, Chairman of the General Council, briefed participants on work conducted on implementation;  and Ambassador Ransford Smith, Chairman of the Committee on Trade and Development, gave an overview of the CTD's work.  


In the afternoon session, a number of agencies gave presentations on facilities available for non-residents.  One object of the week is to assess how well the WTO interacts with its non-resident Members and observers and how to enhance this interaction.  A number of constructive suggestions have already been made on how to improve the participation of non-residents in Geneva-based WTO work.


All resident Geneva Members and Observers are warmly welcome to attend the briefing sessions of Geneva Week.  The Director-General has asked me to say how good it would be if Ambassadors could make themselves known to non-resident representatives, so they can network and gather a better understanding of how Geneva works.
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