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21 March 2003

Committee on Sanitary And Phytosanitary Measures - Meeting of 2-3 April 2003
The Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures will hold its twenty-sixth meeting on Wednesday and Thursday, 2-3 April 2003, in the Centre William Rappard.  The meeting will begin at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, 2 April, and continue on Thursday, 3 April as necessary.  The meeting will be preceded by an informal meeting on equivalence on 1 April 2003, at 11:00 a.m., and a second informal meeting on special and differential treatment at 3 p.m.
The following is the proposed agenda for this meeting:
1.
Adoption of the agenda

2.
Implementation of the Agreement (G/SPS/GEN/49/Rev.5, G/SPS/GEN/372)
(a)
Information from Members
(i)
Activities of Members
· Information from Bolivia on the National Service for Agricultural Health and Food Safety (SENASAG)
· Information from Bolivia on its request to OIE to have the Chiquitania zone declared free from Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD)
· Update of the FMD disease situation in Argentina
· Statement from Canada on its risk assessment on BSE in Canadian cattle
· Update on the avian influenza situation in the EC
· Update on US bioterrorism regulations
(b)
Specific trade concerns
(i)
New issues
· Cuba - restriction on imports of pears and apples because of ceratitis capitata 
· Australian import requirements for Netherlands truss tomatoes
· Mexican restrictions on dry beans
· Japan's fumigation standards
· Chinese measures for entry and exit of aquatic products
· Mexican restrictions on Austrian products
· EC Directive 2001/661/EC regarding FMD (G/SPS/GEN/373
· Indonesia's FMD-related restrictions on imports of corned beef
· EC proposal regarding animal by-products
(ii)
Issues previously raised (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3)
· Australia's restriction on durian imports (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.15)
· EC levels of aflatoxins in brazil nuts (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.48)
· Venezuela - restrictions on imports of potatoes, garlic and onions (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.118)
· Japan's official control restrictions (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p. 79)
· Australia's restriction on prawn imports (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.11)
· Australia's restrictions on infectious bursal disease in chicken products (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.12)
· Honduras' restrictions on chicken meat imports from Costa Rica (G/SPS/N/HND/3, G/SPS/GEN/347/Rev.1 and Add.1)
· Trinidad and Tobago - restrictions on imports of pork sausages and other pork products, fresh, cured or salted (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.105)
· Australian import restrictions on pigmeat from Denmark (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.10)
· Philippines requirement for third party certification for HACCP plants (G/SPS/N/PHL/44; G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.94)
· Indonesia - restrictions on imports of dairy products because of FMD (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.73)
· Colombia - restrictions on imports of bovine meat because of FMD (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.32)
· India's import requirements for bovine semen (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.70)
· Argentina's BSE-related measures (G/SPS/N/ARG/65; G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.1)
· Uruguay's BSE-related measures (G/SPS/N/URY/5/Rev.1; G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.116)
· Chinese ban on products of Dutch origin (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.29)
· EC biotechnology policies (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.63)
(c)
Consideration of specific notifications received
· EC notifications on labelling and traceability of GMOs (G/SPS/N/EEC/149 and 150; G/SPS/GEN/337, 338 and 354; G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.41)
· Brazil's BSE-related measures (G/SPS/N/BRA/74 and 75)
· EC notification on plants and plant products (G/SPS/N/EEC/131, G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.60)
· EC notification on transitional BSE measures (G/SPS/N/EEC/192)

(d)
Any other matters related to the operation of transparency provisions (G/SPS/GEN/365, 

G/SPS/GEN/368, G/GPS/GEN/370, G/SPS/GEN/374, G/SPS/ENQ/14/Add.1, 


G/SPS/NNA/4/Add.1, G/SPS/GEN/27/Rev.10)
3.
The SPS Agreement and developing countries
(a)
Implementation of the provisions for special and differential treatment
(b)
Proposals from Egypt and Canada (G/SPS/W/127)
4.
Equivalence – Article 4 (G/SPS/19 and Add.1, G/SPS/20)

(a)
Report of informal meeting on equivalence

(b)
Consideration of specific provisions of the Decision - paragraph 7 (G/SPS/W/130)


(c)
Information from Members on their experiences

(d)
Information from relevant observer organizations
5.
Disease-free areas - Article 6 (G/SPS/W/129)
6.
Technical assistance and cooperation (G/SPS/GEN/295 and addenda, G/SPS/GEN/371)
7.
Monitoring of the use of international standards

8.
Matters of interest arising from the work of observer organizations


· EC statement to the IPPC on international standard No.15
9.
Observers – requests for observer status

10.
Election of chairperson
12.
Other business 
13.
Date and agenda of next meeting

