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COMMITTEE ON SANITARY AND PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES MEETING OF 

24-25 June 2003

1. Adoption of the agenda

2. Implementation of the Agreement
(a)
Information from Members
(i)
Activities of Members

· Update on avian influenza in the EC

· Information from the EC food and veterinary office on import procedures for live animals and animal products

· Information from the EC on the Rapid Alert System

· Statement from Canada on an occurrence of bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) in Canada

· Update on FMD in Argentina

· FMD free status with vaccination of the Separate Customs Territory of Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen and Matsu

· Information from Bolivia on FMD-free status of Chiquitania regions

· Statements by Peru on SENASA activities

· US import requirements for solid wood packing material

· Update on implementation of the US Bioterrorism Act


(b)
Specific trade concerns

(i)
New issues

· EC restrictions on honey – raised by the United States

· Croatia import measures on live animals and meat products – raised by Hungary

· EC maximum levels for Aflatoxins in maize (Commission Regulation 257/2002) – raised by Argentina

· Japanese barriers to the importation of Brazilian mangoes – raised by Brazil


(ii)
Issues previously raised

· Venezuela restrictions on imports of potatoes, garlic and onions – raised by Argentina (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.118)

· Chinese restrictions on products of EC origin – raised by the European Communities (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.29)

· Mexican restrictions on Austrian products – raised by the European Communities

· Indonesia's restrictions on imports of dairy products because of FMD – raised by Argentina (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.73)

· Colombia's restrictions on imports of bovine meat because of FMD – raised by Argentina (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.32)

· Trinidad and Tobago restrictions on imports of pork sausages and other pork products, fresh, cured or salted – raised by Argentina (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.105)

· EC regulation on animal by-products – raised by China

· Australia's restrictions on the import of durian - raised by Thailand (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.15)

· Australia's restrictions on the import of prawns – raised by Thailand (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.11)

· Japan's restrictions on importation of sugar cane top – raised by Indonesia (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.77)

· Chinese certification requirements for aquatic products – raised by the United States

· Australia's restrictions on infectious Bursal disease in chicken products – raised by Thailand (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.12)

· Japanese official control restrictions – raised by New Zealand (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p. 79)

· Release of a draft import policy for truss tomatoes from the Netherlands – raised by Australia

· EC Aflatoxin limits for brazil nuts – raised by Bolivia

· Information on resolution of issues in G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3 


(c)
consideration of specific notifications received

· EC notification on live animal and animal products – raised by Australia (G/SPS/N/EEC/190)

· EC notification on animal health conditions and certification requirements for live fish – raised by Australia (G/SPS/N/EEC/198)

· Japan's notification on uses of living modified organisms – raised by Australia (G/SPS/N/JPN/N/98)

· Korea's notification on transboundary movement of living modified organisms – raised by Australia (G/SPS/N/KOR/125)

· EC notification on maximum pesticide residue levels in plant and animal products – raised by China (notification G/SPS/N/EEC/196)


(d)
any other matters related to the operation of transparency provisions

· Chairman's report on informal meeting

· Report of analysis of SPS notifications by China (G/SPS/GEN/378, G/SPS/W/131 and Corr.1)

3. the SPS agreement and developing countries 

(a)
Implementation of the provisions for special and differential treatment
· Chairman's report on informal meeting

· Proposal from Canada (G/SPS/W/127, G/SPS/W/132)

· Proposal from Egypt (G/SPS/GEN/358)

(b)
Issues referred by the General Council
· Proposals on Article 9.2 (TN/CTD/W/2, TN/CTD/W/3/Rev.2)

· Proposals on Article 10.1 (TN/CTD/W/2, TN/CTD/W/3/Rev.2)

· Proposals on Article 10.4 (TN/CTD/W/3/Rev.2, TN/CTD/W/6)

(c)
Report to General Council
4. Equivalence – article 4 

(a)
Chairman's report on informal meeting
(b)
Consideration of specific provisions of the decision (paragraphs 5 and 7) (G/SPS/G/123/Add.1, G/SPS/W/128/Rev.2).

(c)
Information from Members on their experiences

(d)
Information from relevant observer organizations

(e)
Report to General Council

5. disease-free areas – article 6 (G/SPS/W/129, G/SPS/GEN/381, G/SPS/GEN/388)

· Chairman's report on informal meeting

6. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND COOPERATION

7. MONITORING THE USE OF INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS

(a)
New issues

(b)
Fifth annual report (G/SPS/W/133)

(c)
Review of the Provisional Procedure (G/SPS/W/134)

8. MATTERS OF INTEREST ARISING FROM THE WORK OF OBSERVER ORGANIZATIONS

9. OBSERVERS – REQUESTS FOR OBSERVER STATUS

10. OTHER BUSINESS

· Update of SARS situation in china and its impact on Chinese agricultural exports

11. Calendar of meetings in 2004

12. Date and agenda of next meeting

13. Members of the WTO, other governments with observer status and international organizations with observer status are requested to inform the secretariat of the names of their representatives as soon as possible.
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