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15 October 2004
SUBJECT:
COMMITTEE ON SANITARY AND PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES - MEETING OF 27–28 October 2004
1. THE COMMITTEE ON SANITARY AND PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES WILL HOLD ITS THIRTY-FIRST MEETING ON 27-28 October 2004, IN THE CENTRE WILLIAM RAPPARD.  THE MEETING WILL BEGIN AT 10 a.m. ON Wednesday, 27 october, and continue on Thursday, 28 October, as NECESSARY.  the meeting will be preceded by Informal meetings on special and differential treatment on 25 October at 3 p.m., on Article 6 (Regionalization) On 26 October at 10 a.m., and on the review of the SPS Agreement on 26 October at 3 p.m.  if time permits, An information session regarding veterinary capacity evaluation by the world organization for animal health will be held on thursday, 28 october, immediately following the closure of the regular meeting of the committee.
2. THE FOLLOWING AGENDA IS PROPOSED FOR THe regular MEETING:

1.
adoption of the agenda

2.
Activities of members

· information from New Zealand on its biosecurity strategy

· information from Uruguay on the certification system for wood packing materials 

· Information from uS on wood packing materials

· information from costa rica on fruit fly free areas
· information from china on avian influenza situation and control

· update from canada on the occurrence of avian influenza in british columbia
· update from canada on bse status 
· update from eC on bse in portugal

· information from EC on traceability requirements for third countries under the general food law

· information from ec on sudan dyes

· information from ec on new mrpl provisions

· accession of the ec to ippc

· INformation from Argentina on the situation and control of FMD

3.
specific trade concerns



(a)
new issues

· undue delays – concerns of uruguay 
· china's failure to regionalize ban on us poultry due to avian influenza – concerns of us

· EC deviations from international standard for wood packing materials – concerns of us

· india's ban on food grade wax – concerns of us

· korea's septoria controls on horticultural products – concerns of us
 (b)
Issues previously raised 

· japan's official control restrictions – concerns of new zealand

· india's import restrictions on almonds – concerns of us
· korea's residue level testing requirements – concerns of us
· ec conditions for the importation of bees – concerns of argentina

· indonesia's restrictions on importation of certain products due to fmd – concerns of argentina
· panama's restrictions on dairy products – concerns of argentina
· United Arab emirates' and qatar's import restrictions on spanish olive oil – concerns of ec

· india's restrictions on live birds, fresh meat and other animal products due to avian influenza – concerns of ec

· US decision to delist france from the list of countries authorized to export certain meat and meat products to US – concerns of EC



(c)
consideration of specific notifications received

· EC regulation on ocratoxin a in coffee (G/SPS/N/EEC/247) – concerns of colombia

· Ec'S regulation on aflatoxins and ocratoxin A in foods for infants and young children (g/sps/N/EEC/223/Add.1) – CONCERNs OF CHINA 
· japan's standards and specifications for food additives (G/SPS/N/JPN/121) – concerns of china
· US rule on materials derived from cattle (G/SPS/N/USA/933)and record-keeping requirements (G/SPS/N/USA/934)– concerns of china and of argentina 
· EC proposed regulation on maximum residue levels of pesticides(g/sps/n/eec/196/add.1) – concerns of argentina
· INDIA'S NON-NOTIFICATION OF VARIOUS SPS MEASURES – CONCERNS OF us
· Notifications by Members of implementation of ispm 15 – concerns of EC 


(d) information on resolution of issues
· EC export restrictions due to BSE

· EC export restrictions due to classical swine fever
4.
operation of transparency provisions


5.
implementation of special and differential treatment



(a)
elaboration of the proposal by canada (g/sps/w/155 
and G/sps/w/156)

(b)
issues submitted by the council for trade in goods

6.
Equivalence – article 4



(a)
information from members on their experiences


(b)
information from relevant observer organizations


7.
PEST- AND disease-free areas - article 6

(a)
CHAIRMAN'S REPORT ON INFORMAL MEETING


8.
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND COOPERATION

(a)
INFORMATION FROM THE SECRETARIAT 

(b)
INFORMATION FROM MEMBERS

· UPDATE FROM JAMAICA ON WORKSHOP ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF ISPM #15 

(c)
INFORMATION FROM OBSERVERS

9.
MONITORING THE USE OF INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS

(a)
NEW ISSUES
· REGIONALIZATION (G/SPS/W/151)


(b)
ISSUES PREVIOUSLY RAISED
10.
REVIEW OF THE OPERATION OF THE SPS AGREEMENT
· 
cHAIRMAN'S REPORT ON INFORMAL MEETING

11.
transitional review under paragraph 18 of the protocol of accession of the people's republic of china

· questions from chinese taipei (g/SPS/W/152)

· questions from uS (g/SPS/w/153)

· Questions from EC (G/SPS/W/154)

12.
MATTERS OF INTEREST ARISING FROM THE WORK OF OBSERVER

ORGANIZATIONS
· updated lists of international standards, guidelines and recommendations (G/sps/gen/512, g/sps/gen/513)

13.
OBSERVERS – REQUESTS FOR OBSERVER STATUS

14.
CHAIRPERSON'S ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COUNCIL FOR TRADE IN 

GOODS


15.
OTHER BUSINESS

16.
DATE AND AGENDA OF NEXT MEETING

3. Members of the wto, other governments with observer status and international organizations with observer status are requested to inform the secretariat of the names of their representatives as soon as possible.
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