KYRGYZ REPUBLIC (JOB(02)/99/Add.14 – See G/TBT/W/186, Annex I)

A.
What are your top prioritised TBT-related technical assistance, technical cooperation or 

capacity building needs? (Please also provide explanation or justification for such needs.)  

1.  Implementation of the new law “On technical regulation, standardization and conformity assessment”, will require technical assistance;

2.  Development (review) of national technical regulations and standards harmonized with international ones, including their electronic versions;

3.  Purchase of international documents covering standardization and conformity assessment (technical regulations, standards, directives, guides, etc.) in the Russian and English languages or arrangements for their translation;

4.  Accreditation of a quality systems certification body under an internationally recognized ISO 9000 system;

5.  Equipping the Enquiry Point, acquisition of printing equipment, and establishment of a publishing body;

6.  Arrangement of English language courses and providing training for specialists;

7.  Providing accreditation training to specialists with an objective of obtaining a title of international experts in:


Testing and calibrating laboratories by ISO/IEC 17025;


Certification bodies by ISO/IEC 61, 62, 65;

8.  Assistance with introduction and application of ISO/IEC 17025;

9.  Assistance with accreditation of one of the laboratories of the SE “KCTC” by ISO/IEC 17025, including technical assistance for providing necessary equipment for the laboratory;

10.  Assistance in receiving from the IAF a special status of recognition.

B.
Where do these needs fit in terms of your overall trade related technical assistance and 

capacity building needs (i.e. are any of these needs considered to be a priority at the national level, 

by relevant domestic authorities, agencies and interested parties)?

__________________________________________________________________________________

C
Have you received assistance in these prioritised areas in the past?  If yes, when and by whom?


When implementing the Agreement of the Euro-Asian Council for Standardization, Metrology and Certification (EASC) with the European Committee for Standardization, under the project by T.A.C.I.S. for newly independent states, 25 specialists of Kyrgyzstandard underwent training in seminars in Minsk and 500 European standards in Russian were bought;


Under a project run by GTZ “Assistance in Development of Standardization in Kyrgyzstan”, 10 specialists went for traineeship at the German Standardization Institute (DIN), over 150 specialists from ministries and agencies participated in 5 seminars on German and European standardization conducted by the German experts in Bishkek, and 20 thousand German standards in German were given to Kyrgyzstandard;

· In 1998 Law “On introduction of amendments and supplements to the Law ‘On standardization”, “On certification of products and services” was developed with participation of experts from the USAID, which took into consideration the requirements of the TBT Agreement;


With the financial assistance by the USAID, the Kyrgyz Republic became an associate member of ILAC and a member of the NCSL International.
D.
Are you currently receiving any assistance in these prioritised areas?  If yes, by whom?

 
Under the Project for Auxiliary Services of Agriculture of the World Bank “КАРИС”, 45 national standards for agricultural and food products will be developed (35 standards have already been developed).

Under two Kyrgyz-Malaysian projects:

1. Project “Introduction of Program for Quality Improvement among Small and Medium Businesses of the Kyrgyz Republic”;

2. Project “Introduction of ISO 9000:2000 Certification Systems in Kyrgyzstandard”, training for specialists was provided; 13 of the specialists received certificates on successful completion of the training on international standards to quality management auditors.

- Three employees underwent training at SIRIM;

- Four companies for introduction of the QIP (program for Quality Improvement Practice) system were identified.


Under the GTZ (German Society for Technical Cooperation) assistance programme, a German expert assisted introducing the ISO 9000 standards. As a result, a department dealing with ISO 9000 issues was created within Kyrgyzstandard, seminars with participation of experts from Germany were arranged, employees of Kyrgyzstandard and the Academy for standardization, metrology and certification were trained, and computer and copying equipment amounting to 73,000 DM was granted. Activity for introduction of the ISO 9000 and development of quality systems at 9 companies was initiated.


In 2001 with the financial help by the USAID, a Resolves on standardization, metrology, certification and accreditation were issued. The USAID also provided regular consultative assistance;


With the support of the Project “Trade and Investment Development in Central Asia” financed by the USAID, in 2001-2002 international experts conducted evaluation of the Kyrgyzstandard’s activity, and provided recommendations for transition to the international practice. 


With the financial help by the USAID, 5 international standards will be purchased;


USAID is organizing workshops on issues on accreditation of accrediting bodies, testing and calibration laboratories, as well as arranging a seminar on benefits of ISO 9000 certification;


USAID is assisting in drafting of a new Law on technical regulations and conformity assessment;


USAID will carry out training on introduction and application of the ISO 17025 to 18 specialists in the field of accreditation of laboratories of the Republic.

E.
Have you approached any donors to assist you in meeting these needs?  If yes, when and to whom?
Yes, TACIS, USAID, ITC

F.
Can you identify, in your opinion, the donors which would be well suited to assist you with these specific needs?  or if you consider technical cooperation or regional arrangement possible solution?

Any international help will be useful. The Kyrgyz Republic neighbours are not yet members of the WTO, which makes the regional cooperation difficult. However the USAID project envisages work on the TBT in Kazakhstan and Tajikistan with an objective to increase regional cooperation in the area of standardization.

