ZIMBABWE (JOB (02)/99/Add.29 – See G/TBT/W/186/Add.1, Annex I)
A.
What are your top prioritized TBT-related technical assistance and capacity building needs?

1.
Enhanced IT equipment – Server and associated software; software for database creation, website development to facilitate more efficient and effective production of standards and dissemination of information. 

2. Laboratory equipment – to improve our testing capacity.

3. Training of system auditors – within local institutions where the qualifications will be internationally accepted.

4. Continued sponsorship to participate in international standardization activities – as we are limited by lack of adequate funds.

5. More accessible and cost effective accreditation facilities  - to ensure our conformity assessment procedures are internationally recognized so we can gain market access.

B.
Where do these needs fit in terms of your overall trade related technical assistance and capacity building needs (i.e. are any of these needs considered to be priority at the national level, by relevant domestic authorities, agencies and interested parties)?


The above needs are critical in improving the country’s capacity to trade in the global market.  Priorities have been brought to the attention of the Ministry of Industry and International Trade and other parties.

C.
Have you received assistance in these prioritised areas in the past?  If yes, when and by whom?


Yes – ITC Project on Packaging 1989 - 1990


Yes – Laboratory equipment - Gas Chromatography Equipment through UNIDO 1998 andcomputerization for Atomic Absorption Spectrometer.


Yes – One PC and one printer from UNIDO – 1992


Yes – Training of EMS auditors – 1997.  Netherlands Govt.

Yes – Awareness Training in EMS – 1998 ISO DEVCO and Swiss Government.

D.
Are you currently receiving any assistance in these prioritised areas?  If yes, by whom?


Yes – Participation at ISO Meeting by ISO DEVPRO (ISO TC 176 and 207)


Yes – Participation at ISO TC 215 meeting by USA Zimbabwe CDC
E.
Have you approached any donors to assist you in meeting these needs?  If yes, when and to whom?


Yes – ISO DEVPRO – 2001 for IT equipment} No assistance provided yet.


UNIDO – Test Equipment  - 1999
  } No assistance provided yet

F.
Can you identify, in your opinion, the donors which would be well suited to assist you with these specific needs? Or if you consider technical cooperation or regional arrangement possible solution?

ISO - DEVPRO, UNIDO, EU, WB

Partnerships and MoU with well established NSBs in other WTO member countries.

G.
Any other issues to be addressed.

Regional arrangements are useful in that they can go a long way to address regional common problems.  Some regional structures exist through which assistance can be channelled.


Bilateral cooperation can also be useful.

