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Final Programme

Port Louis, Mauritius

Background


This  Workshop is organized by the Secretariat of the World Trade Organization as part of its Biennial Technical Assistance and Training Plan for 2008-2009.  It is funded through the Doha Development Agenda Global Trust Fund. 

Structure and Objective


The programme of the Workshop is designed to assist participating countries from the Region to consolidate knowledge of the principles and disciplines of the TBT Agreement.  The Workshop will also introduce participants to the work and current discussions in the Committee - with a view to promoting a more effective participation of the Region in the Committee's work.  As well, the Workshop will provide a forum for participants to share experiences with respect to technical barriers to trade and implementation of the Agreement.


Participants will be expected to contribute actively to the Workshop.  Working in groups, they will be asked to propose concrete initiatives to deal with TBT-related implementation challenges in the region, as well as in their own countries.  In advance of the workshop, nominated participants will receive a questionnaire on the status of implementation of the TBT Agreement in their countries.  Responses to the questionnaire will form the basis of discussion and group work.  It is important that participants are aware of – and can speak about – concerns relating to technical barriers to trade affecting products of exports interest from their country.  They should also have good knowledge of standardization activities in their country, conformity assessment infrastructure, and how the implementation of the Agreement's transparency provisions works (i.e., operation of notifications and enquiry points).  
Venue


The Workshop will be held at:


The Labourdonnais Waterfront Hotel


Port-Louis - Mauritius 

Fax (+230) 202 40 40


Tel  (+230) 202 40 00

WTO Resource persons


For information on the substantive elements of the Workshop, please contact directly Mrs. Stefania Bernabè (stefania.bernabe@wto.org) or Mr. Erik Wijkstrom (erik.wijkstrom@wto.org).  On logistical matters, please direct any enquiry to logistics.unit@wto.org.
	TUESDAY, 12 MAY 2009

TBT basics




09.00 – 09.30

Registration

09.30 – 10.00

Opening

· Statement by the Hon. D. Gokhool, Minister of Industry, Science and Research 

· Keynote address by Dr. the Hon. Arvind Boolell, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Regional Integration and International Trade
***10:00  - 10:15 Coffee break***
10.15 – 11.30

The TBT Agreement and its Principles



WTO

The Background to the TBT Agreement, its basic principles and 





current discussions on the implementation of the Agreement

11.30 – 13.15

The work of the TBT Committee



WTO


The work of the TBT Committee




Representatives 
Practical cases: the use of the TBT Committee



From the 




European




Communities




and South Africa

13.15 – 14.45

Lunch Break

14.45 – 15.25

Implementation of the TBT Agreement



WTO

Good Regulatory Practice and Implementation of the TBT 






Agreement

15.25-16.45

	***

Coffee break

16.00 – 16.15


	Group Work

Group Work on TBT Questionnaire

Brief presentation of responses

(Oral presentation: 10 minutes per group)



	


	WEDNESDAY, 13 May 2009

TRANSPARENCY PROVISIONS 

and International standards



	
	

	09:00 – 10:00
	Transparency Provisions

	
	WTO
	Overview of the transparency provisions in the TBT Agreement.



	10:00 – 10:45
	Exercise
	

	
	WTO and participants
	How to react to incoming notifications

	
	
	

	***10:45 – 11:00 Coffee break***

	11:00- 12:15
	Two practical cases
	

	
	
	

	
	European Communities

South Africa
	Implementation of transparency obligations of the TBT Agreement and the work of Enquiry Points

	
	
	

	12:15 – 13:00
	Group Work

WTO Introduction with examples of an "Action Plan"

Work on presentations for 14 May, last session. 

( Participants may also use this time to consult speakers)



	
	
	

	***  13:00 – 14:15 Lunch break ***

	
	

	14:15 – 17:45
	International Standards and conformity assessment

	
	WTO
	Outline the disciplines of the TBT Agreement and the work carried out by the TBT Committee in the area of international standards.



	
	Codex
	Standardization activities of interest to the region: the work of the Codex



	
	SADC
	Standardization and conformity assessment: the work of regional institutions 



	***  15:00 – 15:15  Coffee break ***  



	
	UNIDO
	Building Quality Infrastructure 



	
	Discussion
	

	
	
	

	


	THURSDAY, 14 MAY 2009 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE and Discussion of Key challenges



	
	

	08:00 – 09:15
	Technical Assistance and the TBT Agreement

	
	WTO
	Overview of the provisions in the TBT Agreement and the work of the Committee.



	
	UNIDO

SADC
	Technical Assistance activities in the area of TBT



	***  09:15 – 09:45 break ***



	09:45 - 12:30
	Identifying Key Challenges in the Region



	
	Group Presentations

Oral presentation of Action Plans (10 minutes per group) followed by 

Panel with all speakers – discussion and identification of common points



	
	

	
	
	

	

	12.30 – 13:00
	Final remarks


__________

RESOURCE PERSONS

WTO 

Mr. Erik Wijkström, Cousellor

Trade and Environment Division

Tel. +41 22 739 5729

Email: erik.wijkstrom@wto.org

Mrs. Stefania Bernabe, Economic Affairs Officer

Trade and Environment Division

Tel. +41 22 739 5893

Email: stefania.bernabe@wto.org

European Communities

Ms. Meike Wolf, DG Entreprises et Industries
Unité C3, Notifications des Réglementations Techniques
Commission Européenne
Rue Belliard 100, B100-6/51
Bruxelles B-1040 - Belgium

	Tel.:
	(+32-2) 2 959 038
	


e-mail: meike.wolf@ec.europa.eu
SADC Secretariat

Dr. Oswald CHINYAMAKOBVU 
SADC 
Gaborone - Botswana

	Tel.:
	(+267) 319 01 81
(+267) 319 01 82
	


e-mail: ochinyamakobvu@sadc.int
South Africa

Mrs. René HEYDENRYCH 
Head 
Standards Information Centre and WTO/TBT Enquiry Point
Standards, South Africa
Pretoria - South Africa

	Tel.:
	(+27 12) 428 69 28
	


e-mail: heydenr@sabs.co.za, info@sabs.co.za
Mr. Rudolf Brits

Director: Market Access

Trade Policy and Negotiations

Department of Trade and Industry

Tel: +27 12 394 3064

Fax: +27 12 394 4064

E-mail: RBrits@thedti.gov.za

UNIDO

Dr. Lalith Goonatilake 
Director 
Trade Capacity Building Branch 
Phone: +43-1-26026-3859 
Fax:  +43-1-21346-3859 
www.unido.org 
Codex Alimentarius Commission

Ms Gracia Brisco

Food Standards Officer

Tel: (+) 39 06 5705 2700

Fax: (+) 39 06 5705 4593

E-mail: Gracia.Brisco@fao.org
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