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national workshop ON the agreements on 

TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE (TBT agreement) and SANITARY AND PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES (SPS AGREEMENT)
MUSCAT, OMAN
24-25 MARCH 2009
PROGRAMME 

This national workshop is organized at the request of the Government of Oman.  The workshop will provide an overview of the TBT and SPS Agreements and is designed to assist participants consolidate knowledge of the principles and disciplines of the two Agreements and how they are being implemented.  The Workshop will also introduce participants to the work of the TBT and SPS Committees and current discussions in the Committees.  
The Workshop is being held at the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Muscat, Oman.

For information on the substantive elements of the Workshop, please contact directly Mrs. Stefania Bernabè, Economic Affairs Officer, Trade and Environment Division, WTO (stefania.bernabe@wto.org).  

The WTO will be represented by Mr. João Magalhães, former WTO staff Member, WTO consultant.

The responsible persons for Oman for this workshop are:

- Mrs. Tahani Jaber Al-Awaira
Head of National Enquiry Point & Information Centre
Directorate General for Specifications & Measurement
Ministry of Commerce & Industry
- Mr. Ahmed Salim AL-SHAMAKHI
 
- Mr. Said AL-KINDI
 
	TUESDAY 24 MARCH
TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE



	Opening



	08:00 – 08:15
	Registration

	08:15 – 08:30
	Opening and structure of the workshop

	Session 1: Key principles of the TBT Agreement and the work of the TBT Committee


	08:30– 09:30
	The WTO and the TBT Agreement

	
	WTO
	An introduction to the WTO and the TBT Agreement (background, current context and purpose of the TBT Agreement will be presented).   Key principles of the TBT Agreement, including those relating to harmonization, non-discrimination and unnecessary barriers to trade.   


	
	
	

	09:30 – 10:30
	The TBT Committee 
WTO
	The work of the TBT Committee: current issues and discussions of specific trade concerns



	10:30 – 11:00           Coffee break

	
	

	Session 2: National experience

11:00 – 11:30

Implementation of TBT in Oman

Directorate General for Specifications and Measurements
Session 3: Transparency and Harmonization 

11:30 – 12:15

Transparency requirements in the TBT and SPS Agreement

WTO Overview of disciplines in the TBT and SPS Agreements. Discussions/recommendations made by the TBT and SPS Committees

12:15 – 12:30

12:30 – 13:30

Break

Harmonization and the use of international standards

WTO

Overview of disciplines in TBT Agreement and discussions in TBT Committee

Presentation of a case study: EC-Sardines
13:30 – 14:00

Good Regulatory Practice

Overview of discussions in the TBT Committee
14:00
End of first day


	
	
	


	WEDNESDAY 25 MARCH
SANITARY AND PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES



	Session 1: The SPS Agreement and the work of the SPS Committee


	08:00 – 09:30
	Principles of the SPS Agreement

	
	WTO
	Overview of disciplines and principles of the SPS Agreement

	
	
	

	09:30 – 10:30
	The SPS Committee

	
	WTO
	The work of the SPS Committee: current issues and discussions of specific trade concerns



	10:30 – 11:00
	Coffee break
	

	11:00 – 11:30

Implementation of SPS in Oman

Directorate General for Specifications and Measurements
Session 2: Disputes in the SPS area and technical assistance



	11:30 – 12:15
	Disputes in the SPS area

	
	WTO
	In this session, the various disputes under the SPS Agreement will be presented.  Discussion of one case study: Hormones



	

	12:15 –12:30
	Break
	

	
	
	

	12:30 – 13:15
	Technical assistance

	
	WTO
	Overview of technical assistance in SPS and TBT context.  Illustration of the Standards and Trade Development Facility (STDF)


	
	
	

	
	
	

	13:15 – 14:00
	Concluding discussion

Identification of challenges in Oman

	

	
	
	









