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WTO Workshop for CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE, CENTRAL ASIA AND THE CAUCASUS on the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade 
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Istanbul, Turkey 23-24 September 2004

– Programme –
(as of 30 August 2004)

The workshop is organized by the WTO in co-operation with the Black Sea Economic Co operation Secretariat as part of its Technical Assistance Programme for 2004.  It is financed by the Global Trust Fund.  Officials who are responsible for the TBT Agreement from Albania; Armenia; Azerbaijan*; Belarus*; Bosnia and Herzegovina*; Bulgaria, Croatia; Georgia; Kazakhstan*; Kyrgyz Republic; Macedonia FYR; Moldova; Romania; Russian Federation*; Serbia and Montenegro*; Turkey; Turkmenistan*; Tajikistan*; Ukraine* and Uzbekistan* have been invited.

The objective of the Workshop is to assist participating countries in their understanding of the main principles and provisions of the TBT Agreement.  The programme is designed to raise awareness on the importance of the implementation and administration of the Agreement;  to update capital-based officials on the current issues in the TBT Committee and to provide a forum for participants to share experiences on the various TBT issues, in particular with regard to the recommendations arising from the Third Triennial Review, adopted in November 2003.  Particular emphasis is given to notification procedures and the functioning of Enquiry Points.
* Non-WTO Members

Thursday 23 September 2004
Opening Session
09:00 – 09:20
Opening Ceremony – Black Sea Economic Co-operation Secretariat and National Authorities
09:20 – 09:30
Structure and Objective of the Workshop – (WTO)
Session 1
Overview of the WTO

09:30 – 10:15
Introduction to the WTO Principles and Non-Tariff Barriers to Trade (NTB) – (WTO)
10:15 – 10:30
Questions and answers
Coffee Break (10:30 – 10:45)

Session 2
Overview of the TBT Agreement

10:45 – 11:45
The TBT Agreement – (WTO)
· History

· Main principles

· Preparation, Adoption and Application of Technical Regulations, Standards and Conformity Assessment Procedures

11:45 – 12:00
Questions and answers
12:00 – 12:30
The SPS Agreement– (WTO)
· Similarities and differences with the TBT Agreement
Lunch (12:30 – 14:00)

Session 3
Harmonization

WTO Perspective

14:00 – 14:45
The TBT Agreement and Harmonization – (WTO)

· Provisions

· International standards

· The EC-Sardines Case

14:45– 15:00
Questions and answers

International Standardizing Bodies Perspective

15:00 – 15:45
ISO: a Case Study (ISO) 
Coffee break (15:45 – 16:00)

16:00-16:45
Codex: a case study (The Codex Alimentarius)
Regional Perspective

16:45 – 17:15
Regional Developments – Black Sea Economic Co-operation Secretariat
17:15-18.00
Debate
Friday 24 September 2004


Session 4
Exchange of information 
09:00 – 10:45
Transparency Provisions in the TBT Agreement – (WTO)

· WTO Members' Obligation under Art. 15.2 (Decision of the TBT Committee)
· Notification procedures (technical regulations, conformity assessment procedures)

· Enquiry Point/ Central Government Authority
· The Code of Good Practice
10:45 – 11:00
Questions and answers
Coffee Break (11:00 – 11:15)

11:15 – 12:30
Practical Exercise on Notifications – WTO facilitators and participants
· Preparing notifications
· Understanding notifications
Lunch (12:30 – 14:00)

14:00 - 15:00
Break Out Groups
· Role and Experience in the Enquiry Points of Countries in the Region – Participants in groups
- Analysis of the responses to the questionnaire
· Reports and Discussions – Rapporteurs and WTO
Session 5
Benefiting from the Agreement: The TBT Committee and trade concerns
15:00 – 15:45
The TBT Committee – (WTO)
· Structure; Role and Functions

· The Third Triennial Review of the TBT Agreement – results

· Specific Trade Concerns

- Concerns raised

- How to deal with trade concerns ?
Coffee break (15:45 – 16:00)
Session 6
Benefiting from the agreement: Technical Assistance

16:00 – 16:30
Technical Assistance – (WTO)
· Provisions in the TBT Agreement

· The TBT Technical Cooperation Programme

- Needs and priorities

- The work ahead

16:30 – 17:15
Regional Experiences in Technical Assistance  - ISO, Black Sea Economic Co-operation Secretariat, Codex 
Closing Session
17:15 - 17:30 
Concluding Remarks – WTO, Black Sea Economic Co-operation Secretariat, ISO, Codex
_______________
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