REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON THE WTO TRADE FACILITATION NEGOTIATIONS:
PREPARATION FOR THE FINAL PHASE
Presented by the: 
World Trade Organization
in cooperation with UNCTAD, the World Bank, OECD and the World Customs Organization 
Background Materials are listed for participants that want to prepare in advance for the workshop.  All materials can be found on the WTO website (www.wto.org) on the trade facilitation webpage.

	Objectives:  At the end of the course participants will be able to:
Explain the background, legal framework and negotiation process of the WTO Trade Facilitation negotiations.

Develop a strategy to identify technical assistance needs and priorities.
Develop a strategy for their government's participation in the WTO negotiations on trade facilitation.



Day 1

Registration

Opening Ceremony and Course and Participant Introductions
Session 1:   Introduction to the WTO Trade Facilitation Negotiations 

- Trade Facilitation in the context of the WTO and the Doha Round 


- The negotiating mandate and Hong Kong Ministerial Report
Speaker:  WTO

Background Materials:  WT/L/579 Annex D; Hong Kong Report Annex E; GATT Articles V, VIII, X

	Objective:  To provide an overview of the WTO framework for the trade facilitation negotiations.


Coffee Break

Session 2: Introduction to the WTO Trade Facilitation Negotiations – Continued


-  Trade Trends and Trade Facilitation Requirements



-  Introduction of the GATT Articles and negotiation process for TFNG



-  State of Play



Speakers: WTO and  UNCTAD
Lunch
Session 3:  Negotiations from the perspective of Geneva delegates from the Region



- strategy for trade facilitation negotiations


- how trade facilitation fits into the single undertaking



- support needs from the Capital

Speakers: Delegates from Geneva Missions (To be Invited by UNCTAD)
	Objective:  Participants will learn about the WTO negotiations from negotiators' perspective and how Capital-based officials can support their negotiators.  


Coffee Break

Session 4:  Working Group Exercise No. I – Critical Evaluation of a Text-Based Negotiation Proposal

Each Working Group will review a WTO Member text-based proposal to determine the issues/points of negotiation within the proposal.   The group might also consider any questions, comments or concerns about the proposal and discuss their negotiation position on the issues of negotiation within the proposal.  Similar requirements in existing WTO Agreements should be considered.
	Objective for Working Group Exercises 2-4: Participants will learn how to take a critical look at Members' proposals and will better understand the types of  issues that they must consider in the final negotiation process.  In addition, this exercise should help them focus their thinking on how to determine their technical assistance needs for each proposal.  


Session 4:   Costs of Implementation of Proposed Measures 

option 2
(workshops with World Bank or OECD participation)

Day 2

Session 1:  A Critical Look At Proposals Under the Secretariat Compilation Categories A-F


- Explanation of proposals concerning transparency, appeals, and impartiality



-  implementation issues and discussion of possible technical assistance needs



- Discussion of any case studies provided by participants for these measures




Speaker: WTO
Background Materials:  Secretariat Compilation TN/TF/43 Rev.5 
	Objective:  Provide an overview and explanation of proposals that have been made by WTO Members and consider how certain proposals have already been implemented by other WTO Agreements, what would be needed to implement and sequencing of implementation.  


Coffee Break 

Session 2:  Working Group Exercise II – Review of Category A-F Proposals
Participants will review proposals and consider implementation needs, priorities, and negotiation issues.

First participants will quickly review proposals in A-F to determine which ones are not currently implemented in their country.  They will then focus on several of these proposals and determine their needs for implementation, their priorities and consider sequencing and SDT.   Information and forms in the course manual will be useful in this exercise as well as any case studies provided by the participants.
	Objective- Working Group Exercises 2-4:   Participants will gain a better understanding of proposals and learn how to determine their needs for implementation, sequencing and SDT.  


Lunch

Session 3:  A Critical Look At Proposals Under the Secretariat Compilation Categories G-L


- Explanation of proposals concerning fees, charges, formalities and other



   import/export issues


-  Implementation issues and discussion of possible technical assistance needs



-  Discussion of any case studies provided by participants for these measures



-  Existing International Instruments


Speakers: WTO and WCO
Background Materials:  Secretariat Compilation TN/TF/43 Rev.5
Coffee Break

Session 4:  Working Group Exercise III – Review of Category G-L Proposals



Participants will review proposals and consider implementation needs, 


priorities, and negotiation issues.

Day 3
Session 1:  General Discussion Of Results Of Working Group Exercises On Categories A-L
Participants will present their results and through general discussion will provide advice on measures already implemented.  Group discussion will also determine sequencing of measures.
	Objective- By sharing results and having an open discussion participants can learn from each other about issues concerning implementation of the proposed measures. 




Coffee Break 

Session 2:  A Critical Look At Proposals Under the Secretariat Compilation Category M


- Explanation of proposals concerning transit


- Implementation issues and discussion of possible technical assistance needs



- Discussion of any case studies provided by participants for these measures



-  Regional transit issues


Speakers:  WTO and UNCTAD
Background Materials:  Secretariat Compilation TN/TF/43 Rev.5
Lunch

Session 3:  Working Group Exercise  IV – Review of Category M Proposals


Participants will review each proposal in this area and consider implementation needs, 


priorities, and negotiation issues.

Coffee Break

Session 4:  General Discussion Of Results Of Working Group Exercises On Category M
Participants will present their results and through general discussion will provide advice on measures already implemented.  Group discussion will also determine sequencing of measures.

Day 4
Session 1:  Working Group Exercise V- Preparation for Mock Meeting


Participants will prepare a statement concerning the issues most important to their 


country and the TA needs for this proposal(s)
Session 2:  Working Group Exercise 5 - Mock meeting


Each country will present their statement in the format of a meeting of the Trade 

Facilitation Negotiating Group
	Objective for Exercise 4 and 5:  Participants will focus on their most important needs and gain practice in preparing a statement for Geneva delegates to present at the TF meetings.  They will have a better understanding of how the negotiating group meetings operate by making presentations in the mock meeting format.  


Closing Ceremony
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