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Abstract
Dispute Settlement is a core function of the WTO as the ultimate tool to ensure compliance with the agreed rules. It is the last stage in the process developed under WTO Agreements for surveillance of trade policies and trade measures adopted by its Members. 

Its relevance is demonstrated by the over 300 cases initiated since 1995 and the nearly one hundred disputes adjudicated with the adoption of Panel and Appellate Body reports by the Dispute Settlement Body. 

The suspension of the Doha negotiations make the relevance of the mechanism even stronger as situations that could have been solved through negotiation might need to be brought to dispute settlement.  

Despite the obvious success of the system, academia, the business community and some Members express frustration at the system questioning the usefulness and cost effectiveness of bringing new cases.

We will therefore analyzed the effectiveness of the WTO dispute settlement system and the challenges that need to be surmounted in order to have an efficient dispute settlement mechanism that responds to the needs, expectations and rights of the WTO Members. 

Speakers

Professor Giorgio Sacerdotti, current member of the Appellate Body, will assess “The Efficiency of the WTO DS Mechanism” and elaborate on some of its unique features;

H.E. Ujal Singh Bhatia,  Ambassador of India to the WTO, will present “The experience of India as user of the Dispute Settlement Mechanism”;

Mr. Fernando Pierola, Counsellor at the Advisory Centre on WTO Law, will assess the “Effectiveness of the WTO Dispute Settlement System in the light of Regional Dispute Settlement Arrangements”;  and 

Ms. Patricia Holmes, Counsellor, Mission of Australia to the WTO, will address the question “Is the remand procedure a must to improve efficiency of the Dispute settlement Mechanism?".
The session will be chaired by Ms. Claudia Orozco, Of-Counsel at the Trade Practice of DLA Piper UK. 

Presentations will be followed by a Q & A session and an exchange of views on alternative ways to improve efficiency of the WTO dispute settlement system.
