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Abstract

There is continuing global concern around the effects of trade and trade liberalization on employment and workers. Although more attention has been given to the impact of trade and trade liberalization on the quantitative aspects of employment, both by the WTO and by governments, the impacts of trade liberalization on the quality of employment have not been addressed yet by the WTO and its members. However, these do play a crucial role when it comes to an equal distribution of benefits, the reduction of poverty, the increase in productivity and a stable economic growth. In particular the violations of rights of workers in production for exports and export industries have not been addressed in a concerted way by WTO members, despite their commitment to the core labour standards in Singapore and Doha. 

The panel organized by the ITUC fits into the global trend towards addressing decent work issues in both national and international policymaking. It aims for an open discussion and ideas on how to address decent work challenges and workers’ rights violations in export related industries in a multilateral context, bringing together panelists from different backgrounds such as the ILO and WTO secretariat, the South Centre, Governments and Trade unions.

The panel will address the following questions:

· Which are the problems workers are faced with in export related production and industries?

· How are these problems currently addressed in the WTO, the ILO and other fora?

· Have there been any successful international responses to these problems?

· Is there a need for a coordinated international approach to address the challenges workers are facing in production for exports? 

· What should be the role of the different international organizations and of governments in such an approach?
_____________________
