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Abstract

Rainforest Alliance has over fifteen years of experience in conserving biodiversity and ensuring sustainable livelihoods by transforming business practices (partnering with companies to improve their supply chains), transforming land-use practices (certification as a tool to promote the implementation of Sustainable Agriculture), and transforming consumer behaviour (harnessing trade and  market power to encourage sustainable practices all along the supply chain).  

The session’s objective will be to share experiences and recent learnings from our work in East Africa and West Africa, specifically in the tea and cocoa commodities.  How can NGOs partnering with producers and buyers protect biodiversity, conserve natural resources, improve the lives of farmers, their families, and their workers, and promote sustainable agriculture?

One case study for the panel will be the Unilever and Rainforest Alliance partnership. Last year Unilever made a public commitment to source all Lipton Yellow Label and PG Tips tea bags sold in Western Europe as Rainforest Alliance certified by 2010 and all Lipton tea bags sold globally by 2015. This was the first time a major tea company has committed to introducing sustainably certified tea on such a large scale.   The program of conversion started with Unilever's own tea estate in Kericho, Kenya, the first to be audited. Other tea farms in East Africa, Southeast Asia, and South America are following, with the potential of eventually improving the livelihoods of around two million people across three continents.

Another case study will be cocoa growing in West Africa, where Rainforest Alliance partners with local civil society to help cocoa farmers meet the Sustainable Agriculture Network standard.  A Ghanaian cocoa farmer will be able to give a firsthand account of meeting environmental, social, and economic sustainability criteria on his farm, and how this will affect his farm and his livelihood.

Some relevant questions:

· How can natural resource protection converge with the interests of businesses AND farmers?

· What has the effect been of Rainforest Alliance Certification on farmers in Africa to date, environmentally, socially, economically?

· How will the program scale up in the future?

· How are standards for Sustainable Agriculture set in a way that is transparent and credible, and relevant to international trade?

More information at:  www.rainforest-alliance.org 

