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Session 33:  The Duty-Free and Quota-Free Market Access Decision: 

Challenges and Opportunities 
Organized by: The Development Division of the WTO Secretariat 
Sub-theme 2: Challenges & opportunities facing the main actors & stakeholders of the multilateral trading system
Date: Thursday 25th of September,  2:15 - 4:15 p.m
Meeting Room: W
Abstract

The decision to provide DFQF market access for LDCs at the WTO's Sixth Ministerial Conference in Hong Kong, China in 2005 represented a historic opportunity for the poorest countries to use trade as a tool for economic development and poverty alleviation. However, several challenges remain before the LDCs can fully realize the benefits of the enhanced market access opportunities. They include: the full implementation of the decision; adhering to rules of origin requirements; increasing the coverage of the number of tariff lines being offered DFQF access to 100 percent; building more trade capacity and encouraging greater export diversification.


The DFQF Decision is currently the subject of much discussion in various DDA negotiating groups and standing WTO Committees.  It goes to the heart of the broader development debate about how LDCs will only gain from the greater market access opportunities if they increase their domestic production capacities and have the capacity to fulfil increasingly burdensome export requirements. DFQF is, therefore, a subject involving a wide variety of trade and development issues, subjects which go to the heart of the Doha Development Agenda. 


The session will include a former LDC Trade Minister, an academic, a representative from a major textile association and a representative from civil society. The panel will be moderated by a well-known Geneva-based journalist.
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