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Abstract
In December 2007, the Report of the Warwick Commission report, ‘The Multilateral Trade Regime: Which Way Forward?’ was launched at the WTO.  The Report was a stocktaking exercise into the systemic problems facing the governance of the global trade system in the early 21st century in general with some recommendations for both systemic reform and specific WTO reform.  
The full Report can be downloaded as a PDF at 
http:// www2.warwick.ac.uk/research/warwickcommission/report/

Since its launch, the Report has been subjected to sustained analysis and scrutiny at a series of workshops at venues including London, Washington, Ottawa, Brussels, Singapore, Melbourne, Canberra, Paris, Berlin and Cape Town.  Commissioners have also given evidence, based on their recommendations, to a UK House of Lords inquiry into EU trade policy. In October, the Commission and the British Confederation of British Industry will co-host a major conference involving government and business leaders to discuss the business community’s attitudes towards the reform of the global trade regime.

The aim of this session at the WTO Public Forum is to allow for further scrutiny of the Report’s recommendations by a Geneva audience and to explore in a systematic fashion if and how those recommendations might be taken forward.  Bringing the Report back to Geneva ten months after its launch will offer the opportunity for reflection on its strengths and limitations.

The Report seeks to address problems of a systemic nature in global trade governance.  Recommendations are of reformist nature. Panellists will give presentations in three key areas of the Warwick Commission Report:
1. Agenda setting and decision-making at the WTO. 

2. Trade and development, especially on the issue of Aid for Trade 

3. The challenges for multilateralism posed by the growth of regional preferentialism.  
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