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Abstract

OBJECTIVES OF THE SESSION

Ever since the beginning of the Services negotiations in 2000, WTO members have mulled over how to provide special and differential treatment for developing countries, and especially for LDCs. The Modalities for the special treatment (S&D) for LDC members in the negotiations on trade in services (TN/S/13) adopted in September 2003 call on WTO members to “work to develop appropriate mechanisms with a view to achieving full implementation of Article IV: 3 of the GATS and facilitating effective access of LDCs’ services and service suppliers to foreign markets”. The recent declaration adopted by LDC Ministers in Maseru, Lesotho (WT/L/719), is more specific and refers to “developing an appropriate […] legal mechanism to ensure that preferential and more favourable treatment to services and service suppliers of LDCs is exempt from the MFN obligation in Article II of the GATS.”

The objective of the session is to give an opportunity to representatives from: a preference-granting country, an LDC, a non-LDC developing country and an international financial institution to consider the legal mechanisms that can possibly be used and their respective merits. The session will address the following questions: What kind of legal mechanism can be used? Should S&D treatment benefit LDCs only? Is an approach similar to the Enabling Clause and the GSP for trade in goods conceivable for trade in services?

PANELLISTS

Under the direction of a moderator, the session would bring together representatives from a preference-granting country, an LDC, a non-LDC developing country and an international financial institution like the World Bank. Each panellist would have 15 minutes to present his views and the session would conclude with a discussion with the audience.
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