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Abstract

The objective of the session is to draw lessons for the multilateral trading system from the new wave of regional trade agreements (RTAs).  A question remains as to the role of regional trading agreements and their contribution to the MTS.  While the rationale for RTAs in the WTO is to enhance the system and act as building blocks, they should also assist in the attainment of the overall objectives of the MTS including the development of developing countries. 

The rules set in newly crafted RTAs are going to determine the way in which signatories thereto conduct their trade. As the ACP combined with Europe are a majority part of the WTO membership, the trade regime that governs their relations has systematic if not rules specific implications including for shaping any potential outcome of such rules in future negotiations in the WTO-particularly  in new issues such as competition, government procurement, investment and others.  In addition, there are clear implications for some of the more specific rules already existing such as the most favoured nation but also the type of interaction envisaged under the enabling clause.  Amidst this reality, it is not only topical, but also timely to discuss implications of RTA s on the MTS, and particularly the EPAs. 

This session will analyse the extent, scope and pace of liberalization in some of the commitments we are seeing in new RTAs drawing specific reference to the EPAs.  This will be an opportunity to discuss with experts what some of the challenges are, what lessons can be drawn for the MTS.  The session will respond to the following questions:
-
What are the rules on RTAs in between developed and developing countries?
-
What would a good case for asymmetry in rules look like?
-
What are the implications of the EPAs on development prospects of African and Pacific countries in the EPAs still engaged in the process of negotiation?

-
What are the implications for the multilateral trading system? 
-
What lessons for trading into the future? And what role for the WTO
Arthur Appleton - Lawyer in private practice-legal implications from a rules perspective

Ambassador Roy Mickey Joy, Ambassador of the Embassy of the Republic of Vanuatu to
  the EU and the Kingdom of Belgium-Government official-.The Pacific perspective

Kenneth Quartey - President, Ghana Poultry Association-on the ground perspectives on
  impact of trade rules on African farmers

Joy Kategekwa - Policy Adviser Oxfam International-Draw lessons from an analysis of
  initialled interim Agreements in the EPAs in goods, services, investments and the new
  issues.
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