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Abstract

The debate on global trade rules and wider questions on sustainable development is still dominated by north/south divisions. The economies in transition of CIS region does not nearly get as much attention despite the fact that some of the fiercest negotiations about WTO accession and resulting conflicts are with the countries of the former Soviet Union. In this session we would like to explore some of the specific problems of the region with regard to international trade rules.

The region is rather diverse – with the Russian Federation rich with oil and other raw materials and some poor countries of Central Asia. Countries differ in economic and social indicators, level of civil society development. But all these newly independent states are at the complicated period of transition from centralized to market economy and to democratic society. All the countries are facing the immediate problem of integration into world-wide economic structures, and particularly in to the WTO. Governments of the region’s countries consider their accession to the WTO as a major precondition for accelerating economic growth and attracting investments. 

This raises difficult questions regarding the optimal conditions for accession to the WTO. It is also unclear if the terms that are generally listed as the main ones for developing countries, would also be the same terms for the CIS region. 

Five countries of the region already joined the WTO and can take part in Doha round negotiations. Are the tariff reductions which are proposed as part of the Doha round fair and equitable for the CIS countries?  And the proposed changes in agricultural subsidies? Or special and differential treatment? The workshop will address some of these problems. 

Finally the role if civil society in these debates will be addressed. Institutionalized NGOs may not be as well developed in the CIS region as – for instance – in the EU or US, but there still is an active debate among stakeholders. The workshop will give examples how networks of civil society in the region are promoting a debate on trade and sustainability, but also how specific problems in countries of the region are dealt with.

Main Questions:

1.
What CIS countries expect from WTO membership? What benefits and risks they see?
2.
How WTO accession influenced development of Newly Acceded Countries of the region? Did WTO membership help them to accelerate economic development, improve governance, and eradicate poverty?
3.
What difficulties countries of the region have during WTO accession process? 

4.
Do WTO rules meet needs and specific situation of CIS countries? Whether Doha round negotiations meet needs of Recently Acceded Countries?

5.
What can be done for making WTO membership for CIS countries work for sustainable   development? How can the role of civil society be strengthened?
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