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Session 39: Private Environmental Standards: Opportunities and Challenges 
Organized by: The WTO – Trade and Environment Division
Date: Wednesday, 30 September, 09:00 – 11:00
Meeting Room: CR II
ABSTRACT

The recent non-coordinated proliferation of private environmental standards poses unique trade-related challenges to the design of global governance in the environment field. This will be the focus of this session. The session will discuss the opportunities that these standards can offer in terms of market access. It will also address the challenges posed by the implementation of these standards: e.g. their diversity, proliferation, their criteria, their costs, in particular their conformity assessment and labelling costs. The relevance of WTO work will also be outlined.
Chair: 

Mr. John Tucker, Standards Australia

Speakers: 

· Ms Evah Adega Oduor, Kenya Bureau of Standards
· Ms Agni Kalfagianni, University of Stuttgart
· Mr. Simon Bolwig, Risø National Laboratory for Sustainable Energy
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