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Session 42: Formulating and Implementing Governance on Health: the Case of Access to
Medicines in the Developing and Least-Developed Countries 
Organized by: The Centre for Socio-Economic Development (CSEND)
Date: Wednesday, 30 September, 16:30 – 18:30 

Meeting Room: E
ABSTRACT

The Doha Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health and its subsequent decisions were a major breakthrough in the adoption of the Doha Development Agenda (DDA). But, to date, this newly created legal architecture has yet to receive full and effective implementation, especially in the beneficiary developing and least-developed countries. This session will discuss the institutional issues, from the perspective of all stakeholders involved in providing better access to medicines, and will cover the following key points: 

· impediments from a policy coordination perspective that hinder the implementation of the Doha Declaration on TRIPS and Public Health;

· the impact of provisions related to intellectual property rights and standards in regional agreements on access to medicines;

· presentation of findings and evidence from current experiences, success stories and failures;

· offensive and defensive interests of developing countries (DCs) and the least-developed countries (LDCs) in the health sector, in relation to investments and technology transfers in the sector;

· special and differential treatment for the DCs and LDCs, in particular on the transition period to implement the TRIPS Agreement: what measures have been taken to ensure a smooth transition and to cope with competition?

· management of the negotiating and implementation strategies on intellectual property issues.


The session will look at these issues from the national, regional and multilateral levels. It will also consider ways forward and strategies to assist the beneficiary countries to domesticate the legal multilateral framework and ensure effective use of the flexibilities on access to medicines.


CSEND is of the view that it is important to recognize and work toward defining the necessary institutional arrangements and actions to enable all stakeholders and authorities to implement the WTO Doha Declaration on TRIPS and Public Health and its flexibilities, in a more effective and sustainable manner. This proposed session is opportune and will feed forward into the search for new ways in which trade rules can contribute to easing public health challenges in poor countries. It will also identify the options for the WTO to be part of the global solution to this global problem. Finally, it will serve as a true benchmark for development in the context of the Doha Development Agenda (DDA).
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