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Lunchtime Session 2: Agricultural trade and investment rules for the 21st century
Organized by: Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy
 and Quaker UN Office Geneva
Date: Wednesday, 15 September, 12:30 – 14:00
Meeting Room: E
ABSTRACT

The world of agriculture policy has changed fundamentally since the Doha negotiations started. Thinking about the challenges as they relate to climate change, natural resource constraints and the urgent need to curb and eradicate poverty has broken wide open since the 2007-2008 food-price crisis, leaving policy-makers, non-governmental organizations and others still trying to catch up. 

This session will address some of these new and important debates. In particular, it will consider the role of trade and investment in agriculture, as well as the protection of local and indigenous knowledge, and where and how the world will grow and distribute enough food. Speakers will address what a trade agenda to confront these challenges would look like, whether the WTO-based multilateral trade system is adequate for the new context of agriculture policy, and what contribution the multilateral system might make. 
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