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Session 3: Role of non-state actors in the WTO
Organized by: CUTS International, India
Date: Wednesday, 15 September, 14:00 – 16:00
Meeting Room: D
ABSTRACT
Non-state actors (NSAs) have a stake in the healthy functioning of the multilateral trading system, yet they are expected to present their concerns to the WTO through their respective governments. In recent years the WTO has made efforts to better reach out to NSAs while preserving its fundamental nature as an intergovernmental organization: the WTO Public Forum is open to all participants; most WTO documents become public upon submission; and regular WTO briefings are held for non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and parliamentarians. Hearings in some dispute-settlement proceedings have also been opened to the public upon agreement among the parties. Despite these developments, however, several issues regarding the effectiveness of NSA participation remain debatable. 

To take this debate forward, there is a need to understand different ways in which different groups of NSAs try to influence the ongoing discussions at the WTO, and to discuss various opinions and suggestions in order to optimize the role of NSAs in the WTO.

Some questions that the panellists and discussants will endeavour to answer during this session include: 

1. Does the business community think that the WTO serves its interests?

2. How successful are civil society organizations (CSOs) in influencing the WTO discussions and negotiations?

3. How crucial is the role of parliamentarians in the WTO process?

4. How do governments reconcile the interests of various NSAs with varying degrees of influence?
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