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Session 9: Coherence and crisis: Decent work, the WTO and better world governance
Organized by: International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC)
Date: Friday, 17 September, 14:15 – 16:15
Meeting Room: CR I
ABSTRACT
This session aims to explore ways to increase coherence between the work of the WTO and that of other international organizations – which together constitute a major element of the global governance structure – in order to jointly promote decent work, mitigate the effects of the financial crisis, and achieve the Millennium Development Goals. 

The session aims to address the following questions: 

Coherence

· Is there space for ILO-WTO dialogue and cooperation in promoting common goals?

· Is the work of ILO and the WTO in certain fields complementary? 

· How might the WTO increase the coherence of its own work with that of the inter-governmental organizations of the UN system in order to achieve the Millennium Development Goals? 

Decent work and free trade

· Could the promotion of decent work create fairer trade and better distribute the benefits of globalization? 

· Is there any likelihood that the implementation of the Decent Work Agenda might create trade barriers, and, if so, for what reasons? 

· What are the circumstances under which trade impacts negatively on the promotion of decent work? 

Practical dimensions

· How might decent work be included in the multilateral negotiation system and the committee structures of the WTO?

· Under what conditions can trade contribute towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals?
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