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Session 13: Multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) and the WTO
Organized by: Environment and Trade in a World of Interdependence (Entwined)
Date: Thursday, 16 September, 11:15 – 13:15
Meeting Room: D
ABSTRACT
This session will examine the position of multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) in the WTO legal order and seek to advance current thinking on the issue.

A natural starting point is to consider the WTO law on MEAs. There is no explicit legislation concerning the relationship between MEAs and the WTO, but there is some (albeit meagre) case law to be taken into account. A second relevant angle from which to approach the issue is to examine WTO law dealing with other inter se agreements (agreements between a subset of WTO members). For instance, the various WTO agreements set out conditions for preferential trading agreements, mutual recognition agreements, and plurilateral agreements. A fourth form of agreement - sector-specific agreements - has emerged in practice. An examination of the conditions under which such inter se agreements are accepted in WTO law could shed light on the appropriate legal treatment of MEAs in the WTO. 
The session will also take a broader view, and consider the fundamental question of why separate MEAs are concluded, that is, why does the WTO contract not include concerns which come under the aegis of MEAs? 

The panel will highlight the appropriate role of MEAs in the WTO as seen from each of these perspectives.
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