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Abstract


The food price hike and scarcity of 2007-08 renewed the focus of the international community on food-security issues. However, food insecurity is not something new for billions of people in developing countries. Despite improvements in productivity, hunger and malnutrition remain widespread and the number of food-insecure persons has increased over the years. The food crisis in 2007-08 has brought the issue to the fore and should be used as an opportunity to effectively deal with the scourge of food insecurity.


According to the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), between 1990-92 and 2004-6, the proportion of hungry people in the world had been reduced by only 2 per cent (from 16 to 14 per cent). In absolute terms, this actually represents an increase from 845 million to 873 million people. In 2008 and 2009, for the first time, the proportion of hungry people increased up to 15 per cent, while the absolute figure reached an historic high of more than one billion people. FAO projects a reduction in this number, to 925 million in 2010, which can likely be explained by a good global food supply and lower prices. However, this still represents 13.5 per cent of the global population, and leaves the world dangerously off-track for reaching the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) target to halve hunger by 2015. 

The aim of this session was to discuss the benefits of a coherent system of global governance for food security. This governance should be achieved through one common interest: eradicating hunger worldwide.  

Despite numerous attempts made by intergovernmental fora to tackle hunger, this fact demonstrates that the right policies have not yet been introduced and that there is a need for radical change. A global food-security governance system appears to be an efficient solution to reduce hunger and malnutrition worldwide.

1.
Presentations by the panellists


Panellists participating in this session and representing various interests were Mr François Riegert, Permanent Representative of France to the WTO; Mr Richard Kozul-Wright, Director, Unit on Economic Cooperation and Integration among Developing Countries, UNCTAD; Mr Pablo Estivallet de Mesquita, Deputy Permanent Representative of Brazil to the WTO and Mr Jeremy Hobbs, Executive Director, Oxfam International.


More than ninety participants from different country missions to the WTO, inter-governmental organizations, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and other institutions took part in the deliberations. The session provided an array of topics for discussion but mainly revolved around the issue of how to tackle food security and eradicate hunger. 

3.
Conclusions and way forward


In conclusion, the following important points were noted:

· The role small farmers play in the production of food.

· Trends which have impacted food security, such as the incorporation of agriculture into global trading, the use of financial instruments in commodity markets, and the neglect of rural development.

· The need to invest seriously in the agriculture sector.

· Misguided trade policies have undermined small farmers’ capacity to produce, and have resulted in poor people in developing countries being extremely vulnerable to food insecurity.

· The need to establish equilibrium between trade policy and food security, especially as export subsidies and lack of market access are two of the main problems for developing countries.

· Strategies to tackle food insecurity should focus on three elements: investment in the agricultural sector; research and development; and coherence and coordination in global governance. A global partnership with strong political leadership is needed to tackle hunger. Thus, the Committee of World Food Security within FAO should be the political pillar of the Global Partnership on Agriculture, Food Security and Nutrition. 
· In order to increase development, developing countries need: public investment; better technology; increased policy space; and mobilization of resources which refocus aid for trade on productivity and encourage South-South cooperation to strengthen productivity in agriculture. The best way to tackle hunger is by increasing agricultural productivity.
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