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Session 16: Beyond the Doha Round? Shaping the global trading system to encourage innovation and solve global challenges
Organized by: National Foreign Trade Council (NFTC) and Winston & Strawn LLP
Date: Thursday, 16 September, 14:15 – 16:15
Meeting Room: W
ABSTRACT
Emerging global challenges, such as addressing the threat of climate change, accessing high-quality, affordable healthcare, and ensuring food and consumer-product safety and security through the global supply chain, are increasingly influencing public discussions on national and international trade rules and norms, yet they are not being adequately addressed in the current round of global trade talks. 

In this session, panellists from NFTC and Winston & Strawn and colleagues from business, government and development communities will address issues that are largely absent from the current Doha Round talks, such as the future of the intellectual property rights system, what the WTO can do to encourage global research collaboration and technology sharing, and how to develop flexible rules to enable the lowest-cost solutions for emerging innovative sectors.

Relevant questions to be addressed include: What issues or rules - beyond those already under discussion in the Doha Round - should the WTO focus on in order to make sure the global trading system is flexible and responsive to 21st century global supply chains and increasingly global models of research and development? Is there a greater role for the WTO to play right now to drive innovative solutions to global challenges? Is the multilateral system in danger of being left behind as member economies strive to solve new concerns in other international forums?

This session is aimed at heightening awareness of many of the forces shaping the future of world trade and underlining the necessity of concluding the Doha negotiations expeditiously.
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