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Session 20: WTO rules and public health in developing countries: the “Achilles’ heel” 
or A pillar for development?
Organized by: Institute of Economic Affairs
Date: Thursday, 16 September, 16:30 – 18:30
Meeting Room: D
ABSTRACT
Most developing countries (DCs) have set public health development goals which are in line with the Millennium Development Goals. The achievement of these goals, however, has remained elusive for DCs and least-developed countries in Africa. Achievement of any development goals requires proper policy coordination: in other words, the laws must be cohesive and the implementing institutions must develop synergies for optimal results. Most African countries that face challenges in achieving their public health development goals are also members of the WTO. In the context of the current Doha Negotiations, development forms the core of the WTO’s agenda. This session will examine the WTO trading rules and how these impact on public health development goals in African countries. 
The main objectives of this session are: 

1. to establish the general public health development goals and initiatives of DCs in Africa;
2. to establish the coherence/challenges of the WTO rules with regard to public health development goals;
3. to examine coordination initiatives between the WTO and other intergovernmental organizations involved in the public health arena;
4. to provide recommendations on areas for synergy.
Questions to be answered during this session are:

1. Has the WTO’s role contributed to achieving the public health goals of DCs in Africa?
2. What coherences or contradictions are there between the WTO and public health development goals in African countries?

3. Are there coordination initiatives between the WTO and other intergovernmental organizations involved in public health for achieving better public health? 
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