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Session 21: What kind of trade policy framework is needed to support food-security goals?
Organized by: Agriculture and Commodities Division – WTO, International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD) 
and Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
Date: Thursday, 16 September, 16:30 – 18:30
Meeting Room: E
ABSTRACT

Food insecurity and malnutrition have remained persistent challenges in many developing countries, and have been exacerbated by the recent global economic downturn and large swings in international food prices. 
This session seeks to explore the extent to which trade policy-makers and negotiators may be able to use concrete options to mitigate the impacts of short-term disruptions and enhance food security in the long term. The session will explore how trade-policy reform and official development aid can encourage public and private investment in developing-country agriculture in order to enhance productivity and ensure that freer trade actually benefits the poor.
The session will also provide an opportunity to examine and discuss the extent to which there is scope to address food-security concerns under the ongoing Doha Round of trade negotiations, and in domestic policy-making. Finally, participants will discuss the potential synergies and conflicts among trade, aid and investment policies.  
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