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Session 29: Trade, the environment, and 9 billion hungry people: Coordinating the efforts of the WTO and other international organizations to ensure food security and to mitigate the impact of climate change
Organized by: CropLife International
Date: Friday, 17 September, 11:15 – 13:15
Meeting Room: W
ABSTRACT
This session will examine the challenge of ensuring coordination between the rules and negotiations of the WTO and those of other international organizations, and these rules' potential impact on efforts to ensure food security and to mitigate the impact of climate change. The panel of experts will describe some of the outcomes of past agreements which have impacted trade flows in ways unintended at the time of drafting.

WTO rules are directly relevant to the negotiation of international agreements relating to issues such as biological diversity, climate change, and food security. There is often a significant overlap between agreements pertaining to these issues and WTO rules. Such overlap is evident, for instance, in the various negotiations on issues covered by the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). The expertise of the WTO is an invaluable resource for officials negotiating trade-related rules in other international fora, e.g. in the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) or the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 
However, unlike the corresponding WTO rules, recent proposals in other international fora have often not fully considered the impact on trade flow, food security and the incentive to develop new technologies. In fact, many of the proposals have or could potentially have serious repercussions for trade and established WTO rules. Without proactive involvement from trade experts and other stakeholders in these fora, conflicting directives could weaken the free-trade system the WTO regime has fostered. The success of international agreements relies on creating rules that are based on a full understanding of the possible outcomes, and constructive efforts by the WTO and other stakeholders are called for to prevent or mitigate negative impacts on important trade issues, including sustainable development, food security, and climate change.
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