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Session 30: The future of trade and the environment: Creating the WTO’s solution for trade, development and sustainable oceans
Organized by: OCEANA
Date: Friday, 17 September, 11:15 – 13:15
Meeting Room: D
ABSTRACT

This session will explore themes related to the implications of global environmental issues for the multilateral trading system and the role and responsibility of the WTO in contributing to international solutions for these challenges. Using global fisheries depletion and the WTO fisheries subsidy negotiations as a tangible example, the session will consider how global environmental challenges and issues of natural resource sustainability are shaping world trade, and how the WTO can contribute to solving global environmental problems through new approaches and trade tools. 

This session will provide a platform for discussion of the following questions:

· Are new considerations and approaches needed to effectively achieve the parallel negotiating objectives of trade, environmental sustainability, and development? What are the challenges and implications created by introducing a common-resource issue into the WTO negotiations?

· How are WTO members addressing the concept of resource sustainability in the context of a trade negotiation? What are the implications of the fisheries subsidy negotiations for addressing other environmental issues through trade agreements? 

· How can the varying interests and significant differences in levels of development among WTO members, particularly among developing countries, with regard to the fishing sector be reconciled effectively?

· What is the involvement and what are the contributions of outside organizations in the fisheries subsidy negotiations? What is the relevance of this “new participation” to future WTO negotiations? 
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