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Session 34: Seeking Coherence: How can international agreements influence agriculture and world trade positively for the coming generation in the face of global trends?
Organized by: The Federation of Norwegian Agricultural Co-operatives and Norwegian Farmers Union; JA Zenchu (Japan); Copa-Cogeca (European Union); Canadian dairy, poultry and egg producers; UPA – Union des Producteurs agricoles du Quebec; ROPPA - Réseau des Organisations Paysannes et des Producteurs agricoles de l’Afrique de l’Ouest; Nation Farmers Union (US); EAFF - Eastern African Farmers Federation; Schweizerischer Bauernverband (Switzerland)

Date: Friday, 17 September, 14:15 – 16:15
Meeting Room: W
ABSTRACT
This session aims to provide the necessary background to the global agricultural and societal challenges of the 21st century, and, more specifically, to the need for coherence between what is happening at the WTO and the objectives - including those on climate change - pursued in other international fora. Speakers and panellists will provide their views on the adjustments that are needed in order to bring future agricultural-product trading systems into line with other multilateral goals.

Relevant questions to be addressed:

1. How do the Doha negotiations deal with other multilateral agreements and discussions?

2. How can the challenges of climate change and fossil fuels be reflected in the future trade agreement?

3. How to safeguard food security and rural development while increasing trade in North-South relations?

Rising world demand for agricultural produce, increasing price volatility and climate-change challenges have made it more important than ever to enable governments to provide their citizens with food stability and to encourage sustainable agricultural production which both contributes to combating climate change and meets the needs of rural communities. This is why coherence between the WTO and other areas of global governance has become a burning question, particularly given the multiples crises which have hit the world economy. 

Agriculture is in the frontline of many of the world’s challenges and is an important pillar in the trade talks in the WTO. If we are to cope with the global challenges and integrate the developing countries in a world economy, it is paramount to strengthen and develop the rural communities.
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