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Session 40: The new geography of trade: South-south agreements, south-south asymmetries and the WTO
Organized by: Latin American Trade Network (LATN) and 
University of São Paulo (USP, Brazil)
Date: Friday, 17 September, 16:30 – 18:30
Meeting Room: D
ABSTRACT

Current tensions within the WTO have a number of external and internal causes, such as the global economic and financial crises, changes in the global power balance, and the revival of north-south conflict, which mainly emerged after the Cancún Ministerial. On the one hand, leading developing countries have been increasingly expanding their roles as process drivers in the multilateral trading system. On the other, the differentiation within the group of developing countries is increasing. 

In this context, it is important to discuss the ongoing south-south trade arrangements among leading developing countries. To what extent could these eventually contribute to a more balanced and equitable process of global economic development? 

While such arrangements may constitute a powerful tool to level the playing field in the multilateral sphere, do they help to reduce the asymmetries among southern countries?
This session aims to analyse recent south-south trade arrangements with the purpose of:

i. observing some trends on key development issues, such as asymmetries, and potentially important development instruments, such as the trade in services and investments. MERCOSUR agreements with other developing countries, as well as least-developed countries’ arrangements, will also be discussed; and

ii. pointing out some challenges regarding the relationship between these arrangements and the multilateral trading system.
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