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Session 11: Food — From Abundant and Cheap to Scarce and Expensive. Is the Global Trading System Coping with Change?

Organized by: CropLife International

Date: Monday, 19 September, 16:15-18:15

Meeting Room: W

ABSTRACT

As the world’s food demand and supply gap continue to increase, WTO member states must implement trade policies that support an uninterrupted flow of agricultural and food products, to stabilize food supplies and reduce food price volatility, maintain open borders and facilitate food security.   

This session examines the role of trade in protecting food security and the impact of international, regional and domestic trade policies and regulations, or lack thereof, on food price volatility and on the flow of agricultural and food products. Experts will highlight the international trade policies that minimize disruptions in the trade in foods and discuss how increasing regulation in the sector is creating non-tariff trade barriers and disrupting the flow of agricultural and food products. 
The following questions will be addressed:
· What are the main factors in international trade that govern food security, and which elements can be influenced by trade policy?  

· How can WTO member states minimize disruptions in the trade of agriculture and food products?

· What role does the multilateral trading system have in promoting coherence at the international level to better address food security and contribute towards improved global governance? 

· Will further liberalization of trade and agricultural policies help or hinder food security and sustainability? Can trade policies encourage and incentivize investments in agriculture?

· Which policies ensure farmers have access to new technologies that increase productivity and lead to food stability? 
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