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high-level Session 14: ARAB SPRING - IMPLICATIONS FOR TRADE AND 
COMPETITIVENESS OF THE ARAB WORLD
Organized by: WTO Secretariat, Information and External Relations Division
Date: Tuesday, 20 September, 9:00 - 11:00
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ABSTRACT
While opening a myriad of opportunities to the region, the series of uprisings known as the Arab Spring have also brought challenges and uncertainties that could threaten the regional economy. The events may have paved the way for reforming state structures, improving the management of national wealth and resources, reassessing subsidies and fighting corruption but these opportunities need to be handled adroitly if they are to act as a positive turning point for the region's economies and their participation in global trade.

The Arab Spring and its impact on competitiveness and trade in the region are the focus of this high-level session. It will feature high-level speakers from government, international organizations, business and media, who will discuss the following issues:

· What were the political and economic causes of the Arab Spring and its repercussions in the region?

· What are its implications for the trade and competitiveness of the Arab world? How quick will recovery be, and on what factors will it depend?

· How integrated are the Arab countries in international trade? Why are so many of them outside the WTO system? 

· What has been the impact of the Arab Spring on regional tourism? What are the prospects for recovery in this sector?

· What has been the impact of the Arab Spring on business in the region?
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