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Session 22:  encouraging innovation and the deployment of environmental technologies

Organized by: WTO Secretariat, Trade and Environment Division

Date: Tuesday, 20 September, 14:00 - 16:00

Meeting Room: CR

ABSTRACT

Many governments across the globe have put in place policies and measures to encourage environmentally-friendly innovation and the deployment of environmental technologies in their efforts to enhance environmental protection and foster economic development and job creation. The measures may, for example, take the form of technical requirements or government support programmes, including support for the deployment of renewable sources of energy. Governments may also consider policies aimed at the removal of trade and other barriers to innovation.

This session will discuss different ways in which policymakers may seek to encourage innovation and deployment of environmental technologies, the objectives behind such policy approaches, and the relevance of the WTO. Aspects to be explored may include:  the proliferating international landscape of measures to stimulate and support technological innovation; their economic and environmental rationale and possible trade impacts; and potential challenges and barriers to greater innovation.
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