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Session 23: Rebalancing the Rights of Importers and Exporters: How to address agricultural export restrictions?

Organized by: International Food & Agricultural Trade Policy Council and CUTS International

Date: Tuesday, 20 September, 14:00 - 16:00

Meeting Room: W

ABSTRACT

Over the past four years, food prices have repeatedly jumped to crisis levels. Over two dozen governments, all from low- and middle-income countries, have responded with policies that curtail exports of agricultural products in order to promote national food security. Such measures have been shown to trigger further price increases on the world market, and to make world markets a less reliable source of food supplies in both the short and long run.

The existing international trade rules entail few disciplines on export restrictions, and are primarily focused on the rights of exporters. There have been proposals to put into place greater rights for importers, most recently from G-20 agricultural ministers and from the group of low-income net food importing countries, as part of the Doha Round negotiations.

This session will examine the motivations behind and impacts of agricultural export restrictions in countries that impose restrictions and on food price volatility and access to food in low-income food importers. The panellists will explore whether and how international trade disciplines on agricultural export restrictions can be improved. What kinds of rules regarding notification, limitation, and special and differential treatment should the international community agree to with regard to agricultural export restrictions? A panel of ambassadors and policy advisors will examine the political factors that must be taken into account when advocating for rules governing export restrictions. The ultimate aim is to speed up the process towards much-needed progress on this dossier.
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