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Session 25: Are FAO/WHO pesticide standards distorting trade and increasing food costs?

Organized by: AgroCare

Date: Tuesday, 20 September, 14:00 - 16:00

Meeting Room: E

ABSTRACT

Agrochemicals are one of the most important production inputs in modern agriculture. Their price for farmers largely depends on the level of competition in the market. Higher food production costs usually result in higher food prices. Therefore, standard-setting in this field should be science-based, and should not introduce unjustified market access barriers to competitive crop protection products.

FAO/WHO pesticide specifications are intended to serve as international standards of quality, for use in national technical regulations. Under the “new procedure”, such standards are proposed by a single company for each active ingredient, contain undisclosed information on the basis that they are intellectual property, and confer global monopoly in conformity assessment on a single entity (FAO/WHO JMPS). Changes in the specification can only be requested by the manufacturer who proposed the standard.

This panel session will address the extent to which FAO/WHO pesticide specifications are distorting trade in crop protection products and their possible effect on food production costs. The panelists will evaluate the degree to which such standards induce member states to enter into conflict with WTO Agreements (such as the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade and the Sanitary and Phytosanitary Agreement) and will discuss the necessity of the elements and characteristics of these standards. The main objective will be to explore possible solutions to enhance food security for a growing world population.   
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