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ABSTRACT


Ever since the African countries began to link the problems facing their cotton sector with the fall in international prices and the American subsidies, they have been trying to find solutions.  Never did they question the problems inherent in the cotton industry at the local level.  But at the same time, the American subsidies were always considered to be an important part of the African cotton problem.  Numerous formal and informal consultations were organized.  Several inter‑governmental and civil society organizations were involved.


In the end, a decision was taken to favour a sectoral initiative rather than recourse to the Dispute Settlement Body (DSB).  The negotiations have been going on for eight years now, and the Doha Round does not appear to be producing a favourable solution for the African countries.  In the meantime, Brazil, which brought its case before the DSB, has been successful.  An arrangement has been found, and Brazil is receiving compensation from the United States.


The overall objective of this workshop is to take stock of the African cotton issue at the WTO.  More specifically, it aims to:

· Provide the different stakeholders in the cotton issue with an opportunity to discuss practical modalities for putting an end to the African cotton crisis, at the WTO and in other relevant international forums;

· Make a diagnosis of the WTO cotton negotiations:  what are the obstacles, what progress has been made, and what opportunities does the Doha Round still offer?

· Explore ways of referring the matter to the WTO Dispute Settlement Body and see what there is to be gained for the African countries.
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