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ABSTRACT

The global community is confronted with an undersupply of global public goods, including those involving knowledge goods. The current international trade architecture lacks the capacity to address the general undersupply of global public goods. It has been proposed that a WTO Agreement on the Supply of Knowledge as a Public Good be created, suggesting that the WTO is the appropriate institution to host an international instrument to address the chronic undersupply of global public goods, thus providing a timely solution to a pressing global challenge.

Increasingly, there are calls for a larger supply of public goods and a variety of proposals involving government commitments to increase the supply of global public goods in specific areas, including major projects such as the Kyoto Protocol to the International Framework Convention on Climate Change, the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources and the proposed WHO Biomedical R&D Treaty. These agreements, and other existing and proposed agreements, are important, but are not a sufficient response to the under-supply of global public goods.
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