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Organized by: BUSINESSEUROPE
Date: Monday, 19 September, 14:00-16:00

Meeting Room: W
ABSTRACT
Multilateral and national rules on competition policy, state aid and subsidies are a logical complement to trade and investment liberalization, as markets opened by WTO disciplines can be closed off to foreign competition by anti-competitive practices.  Establishing rules in these fields contributes to establishing healthy structures in domestic and international economies, and this is beneficial both to developed and to developing countries.

With Doha Round negotiations advancing painfully slowly, individual countries may shift their focus away from the multilateral approach. This session will focus on the issues of state aid, subsidies and competition policy, and the panellists will discuss the consequences of turning away from the creation of global rules: can individual member states effectively tackle these problems?

The BUSINESSEUROPE panel will bring together leading experts in the fields of state aid, competition and subsidies. The panellists will examine different viewpoints on the benefits and challenges linked to the creation of multilateral rules on competition policy, and will discuss the role the WTO should play.
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