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Session 8: Averting the coming treatment crisis in a changing intellectual property landscape

Organized by: The Medicines Patent Pool

Date: Monday, 19 September, 14:00-16:00

Meeting Room: D

ABSTRACT

HIV remains a dire threat to public health around the world. The growing need for newer, safer medicines recommended by the World Health Organization – many of which will now be patented - could cause treatment costs to skyrocket to levels that would cripple developing country health budgets or place an unbearable burden on the donor nations providing funding. A solution must be found for the over 33 million people living with HIV who need medicines to stay alive, at a price that they can afford. At the same time, pharmaceutical company business models currently rely on the intellectual property system to make life-saving drugs.

This session will ask how the needs of people living with HIV can be met in the face of dwindling health budgets and changing IP norms that are threatening the production of the cheap generic drugs which, until now, have been the main source of treatment in the developing world. It will also present the Medicines Patent Pool as an innovative new solution that could both meet the needs of people living with HIV and ensure that pharmaceutical companies get fair royalties within the existing IP system.

Panelists will discuss the role of the Medicines Patent Pool in increasing access to more appropriate and affordable medicines for the treatment of HIV, how it complements existing TRIPS-compliant flexibilities, and what additional solutions are needed to ensure that countries are able to meet the needs of their people.
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