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Session 9: A world business perspective on the rules-based multilateral trading system and the role of preferential trade agreements
Organized by: International Chamber of Commerce (ICC)

Date: Monday 19 September, 14:00 – 16:00

Meeting Room: Room E

ABSTRACT

The World Trade Organization (WTO) has a key role in assessing the impact of the proliferation of preferential trade agreements (PTAs) on the rules-based multilateral trading system and in shaping their implication in the future evolution of the global trading system. 

The session will address the following issues:

· Twenty-first-century regionalism and the emerging determinants of international trade policy

· The role played by PTAs in conjunction with the multilateral trading system

· Efforts to make relevant WTO provisions more explicit and comprehensive with regard to PTAs 

· Effective ways for both governments and businesses to ensure complementary multilateral and preferential trade rules. 
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