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Abstract
In a rapidly evolving multipolar world, in which economic wealth is gradually shifting eastwards and southwards, and natural resources are more and more limited, international cooperation is going through a major crisis. The emergence of countries such as Brazil, China, India and South Africa, coupled with the relative decline of the traditional economic powers, has opened up new opportunities, as reflected in the unprecedented growth of South–South trade over the past decade. But at the same time, new tensions have emerged, notably between countries with significant trade surpluses and those with growing trade deficits. These tensions are having an impact on international negotiations, particularly trade negotiations, but also in areas such as climate change and food sovereignty.

Fair trade is a trading partnership based on dialogue and transparency. The francophone parliamentarians are therefore convinced that with the advent of multilateralism, the development of countries in the south can only be truly meaningful in the framework of renewed multilateral cooperation. It is with this in mind that la Francophonie is supporting the efforts of all its members, particularly its least-developed country (LDC) members, to revive the multilateral trade negotiations at the WTO so that developing countries can at last participate effectively in the world economy in keeping with the objectives of the Doha Development Agenda. The purpose of this workshop is to share and confront the different viewpoints surrounding this topic, including the views of parliamentarians on their involvement in multilateralism in general and in fair trade in particular.

1. Presentations by the panellists
(a) Mr Mbuku Laka, Vice-President, Commission on Cooperation and Development, APF
The session opened with remarks from Mr Laka, who gave his perspectives on the development of fair trade in his home country, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), as well as that of the APF in exploring it as an option in francophone Africa. His brief presentation covered two overarching themes: the difficulties that a heterogeneous approach to fair trade poses to African countries; and the need to support and protect “food sovereignty”.

According to Mr Laka, African states such as the DRC face great difficulties in developing fair trade and organic crops. As standards are not harmonized, producers find it costly to take the necessary measures to become certified. These challenges were echoed by a non-governmental organization (NGO) representative working with farmers in West Africa. Mr Laka suggested a new approach was needed to ensure standards were more accessible, including efforts to further institutionalize these systems.

Mr Laka regularly referred to “food sovereignty” as a major concern for his country and others in Africa. He said that rapid liberalization of agricultural markets can lead to insecure conditions for countries like the DRC to meet its own needs. He suggested that fair trade could be used as a way to give producers greater income, thereby ensuring the means to achieve “food sovereignty”.

(c) Hon. Mr Germinal Peiro, Member, National Assembly of France 
Hon. Mr Peiro focused his presentation on the French consumer experience with fair trade and organic products. He echoed Mr Laka’s call for “food sovereignty” and the need for states to be able to feed their own populations. He highlighted the environmental concerns that agriculture faces and also the role it plays in exacerbating the degradation of habitats, particularly through the contamination of waterways. He called for a more locally based form of food production and consumption in light of dwindling fossil fuel supplies, while also underlining the need for more accurate and transparent labelling systems.

2. Questions and comments by the audience
As moderator, Mr Hervé Cronel, Special Adviser to the Secretary General, OIF, fielded the audience’s questions. One participant claimed that organic agriculture actually harmed the environment when compared with conventional methods. Mr Peiro defended organic agriculture, particularly its ability to reduce chemical run-off into waterways, while Mr Cronel cited Brazil as an example of supporting both large-scale and small-scale farming techniques.
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