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ABSTRACT

Governments increasingly turn to product labels and standards as a means of regulating consumer information and addressing undesired product characteristics. Biofuel standards, flavoured cigarette bans and origin labels all bear witness to this trend. As consumer preferences become more nuanced, awareness of production methods increases and production processes threaten common interests such as the climate, this trend is likely to continue.

But finding the appropriate balance between regulation and permissible trade barriers can be difficult, especially when the regulation addresses arguably subjective preferences. Recent WTO disputes over “dolphin safe” labels for tuna products (United States — 
Tuna II), country of origin labels for meat (United States — COOL) and tobacco bans and regulations (United States — Clove Cigarettes) are likely to be only the first of a series of conflicts on technical barriers to trade (TBT).

Ruling on the three disputes this year, the WTO Appellate Body, for the first time, established case law on various key TBT issues. The approaches deployed will critically inform future policy-making on related areas — be it on biofuels, animal welfare or climate-related standards.

It is against this background that the session will explore the current technical regulation and standards landscape and the outlook for selected policy areas. Speakers representing a variety of angles will address, among others, the value of international standards, the future of labelling and the outlook for regulation in areas such as biofuels, tobacco, animal products and meat.
