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ABSTRACT

In a unique collaboration led by the OECD, ten international organizations — the Asian Development Bank (ADB), the African Development Bank (AfDB), the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Inter-American Development Bank (IADB), the International Labour Organization (ILO), the Organization of American States (OAS), the OECD, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the World Bank and the WTO — have pooled research around the theme of trade and jobs. The fruits of this collaborative effort — the International Collaborative Initiative on Trade and Employment (ICITE) — are now available in a book: Policy Priorities for International Trade and Jobs. The book and other materials are available free at www.oecd.org/trade/icite.
Results strongly support the view that protectionist measures at this juncture can only exacerbate the growth and employment problems being experienced by some countries. Instead, countries are called on to continue market opening efforts, while making sure that the overall policy environment is conducive to growth and that complementary policies are in place to protect workers affected and to help them to take up the new opportunities that trade affords.

The findings also highlight how different aspects of trade, including its more novel facets such as global services outsourcing and production off-shoring, play a pivotal role in boosting growth and creating high-value, high-pay jobs. This session seeks to improve understanding of the complex reality of interactions between trade and jobs and to promote dialogue among stakeholders.
