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ABSTRACT

EuroCommerce and the FTA represent European commerce — a strong sector that stands to win from a strong WTO. Against the backdrop of the slow progress made during the Doha Round, many companies question the usefulness of investing time in the multilateral process. Trade policy-makers in many WTO member states increasingly focus on bilateral initiatives.
At the same time, the existing framework of the WTO continues to offer significant advantages to the private sector in terms of stability and predictability. Negotiations on issues such as trade facilitation are making reasonable progress and early harvest in that area could deliver tangible benefits to economic operators reasonably soon.
