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ABSTRACT

The WTO has a newer institutional pedigree than most other international organizations. The dispute settlement system is effective and efficient, making it a model for other systems. The consensus-driven rule-making procedures, while guaranteeing representativeness and equal participation, are cumbersome and slow. As a result, the Doha Round has languished, and members anxious to negotiate agreements on new issues have embraced preferential trade agreements (PTAs).
· How can the WTO regain its centrality as the forum for multilateral rule-making?
· Would accepting some plurilateral agreements on the basis of “critical mass” or “variable geometry” be worth exploring as mechanisms to keep the WTO alive?
· Is it time to rethink whether the “single undertaking” concept is helping or hindering the cause of multilateralism?
· How could new issues identified in PTA negotiations be brought into WTO negotiations in a more systemic way?
· Are there interface mechanisms that could be established to provide greater coherence between the WTO and PTAs to develop a truly multilateral trading system?
