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ABSTRACT

Emerging economies are becoming more and more important in world trade and economy. Their influence — individually or in coalitions like BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) or BASIC (Brazil, South Africa, India and China) — is growing, and international economic policy-making must take into account their interests and visions on the global agenda. In any post-Doha Round scenario, their stances and interests will be one of the main factors shaping the future of multilateralism. Understanding what they think about the multilateral trade system and its future is vital to set up a broad and solid basis for the development of multilateralism.
The session will bring together speakers from the major emerging economies, including BASIC and Turkey, to discuss which form trade multilateralism should have in the future to match the interests and policy preferences of these countries. The session should also help to identify the views emerging countries have on the future of multilateralism, providing some insight on the following questions:

· Which domestic and international factors shape the visions of the emerging countries on the future of trade multilateralism?
· Is multilateralism considered relevant and applicable to their domestic development agenda, taking into account the future challenges these countries will face?
· Which kind of trade multilateralism synthesizes the preferences of these countries for the post-Doha period?
· Which changes in the current trade multilateral system would be required to match emerging countries interests and challenges?
· How can emerging countries constructively contribute to the improvement of multilateralism, according to their interests and preferences?
· Is there room for coalitions among emerging countries as a mechanism to foster the emergence of a “new multilateralism”?
